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To HIS EXCELLENCY 
ESRL TEMPLE 


LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND. 


Mr Loxp, 


OON after the repeal of 6 Geo. I. when 

it was hoped that the conſtitution of 
this country would have been. fo deciſively 
ſettled, as to yield a quiet repoſe for do- 
meſtic arrangement, I addreſſed a LETTER 
to your Excellency's predeceſſor, touching 
INTERNAL REGULATION, with ſtrictures 
upon the LINEN BOARD, EXCISE LAWS, &c. 


One great object of that LETTER was to 
ſhew, that this country had within itſelf 
reſources more than ſufficient, if judiciouſly 
managed, to maintain its ſeveral eſtabliſh- 
ments with dignity and ſplendor, without 
any retrenchment of expence, without in- 
curring a national debt, and without accept- 
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ing, at any time, from England, already 
over-loaded *, money to pay our troops, 


My ſtrictures upon the Linen Board 
rolled on a principle broad as the earth, and 
obvious as the air,—the waſte of public 
money in bounties to a ſtaple manufacture, 
productive of above two millions yearly. 
To which—though a great deal may be ſaid 
on any ſubjeat—no anſwer whatever has 
been offered, N 


But the exciſe laws, being a ſubject more 
complicated, and more generally connected 
with private intereſts, my ſtrictures on them 
have called forth an official pamphlet, by way 
of anſwer. In which (and in the public prints) 
great pains have been taken to prejudice the 
world againſt me, as a ſpeculative man who 
only conſider things abſtractedly in my 
cloſet, | 


It 


ce I have it expreſsly in command from his Majeſty 


to aſſure you, that the cares and ſolicitudes inſeparable 


from a ſtate of hoſtility, have not prevented him from 
turning his royal mind to the intereſts and diſtreſſes of this 
kingdom, with the moſt affectionate concern, of which 
the money remitted to this country for its defence, when 
England had every reaſon to apprehend a moſt formidable 
and immediate attack, affords a moſt convincing proof.” 
Lord Lieutenant's Speech, Oct. 1779. 
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It little concerns the world to know who 
the author of an anonymous. pamphlet is, 
who writes purely on the ſpirit of laws, 
which are altered every ſeſſion *, without 
either perſonal reflection or party invective; 
and who holds it to be every man's duty to 
contribute his mite to the general fund of 
public utility, 


Ir theory were any thing elſe than the 
mind's model for practice, I ſhould be ſtig- 
matized as preſumptuous indeed, for ad- 
dreſſing a /econd Lord Lieutenant upon the 
ſame ſubject, in ſo ſhort a ſpace. But, 
though no projector, | own that I have 
never ſeen any great harm in ſpeculation, 

Sir Iſaac Newton, in his cloſet, was per- 
ſuaded of that oblate figure of the earth, 
which the French aſtronomers afterwards 
aſcertained by actual menſuration. And, 
if I may be allowed to ſay fo, at the 
moſt humble diſtance, I was -perſuaded, 
when firſt 1 wrote on this ſubject, that the 
Inland exciſe of Ireland ſhould yield at leaſt 
treble of what it ever amounted to before 


A2 ; the 

e There is not a Seſſion of Parliament in which 
there are not as many new acts, or clauſes tor acts pro- 
poſed, as there are under-officers, whe Wijh ts have as { tit 


trouble as poſſible.” 
"Treatiſe on the Fxchequer and Revenue 
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the year 1980. But now, upon the ſtricteſt 
inveſtigation, I venture to go farther. And 
he muſt be either a very bold or a very 
weak man who would hazard precarious 
aſſertions in an addreſs to a nobleman of 
the houſe of GRENVILLE, in which great 
talents are hereditary, buſineſs and calcula» 
tion but amuſement and pleaſure. 


In little more than half a ſheet beſtowed 
on this topic, in my original letter, it was 
impoſſible to be very explicit. I then only 
threw out an idea, which to me appeared fo 
intuitive, that I thought it could neither be 
miſunderſtood nor miſrepreſented. I was 
not, however, ſo ſanguine as to expect, that 
it would be at once adopted : for, where a 
partial intereſt is engaged, it is not ſo eaſy 
to remove prejudices, however irrational, 
And it is no new thing to ſee the moſt ex- 
tenſive public good poſtponed to the moſt 


diminutive private advantage, 


However, as neither your time nor pa- 
tience is to be treſpaſſed upon by the mi- 
nuteneſs of detail, I could wiſh to exhibit 
a ſlight ſketch of thoſe arguments, which 
are drawn at full length in the following 
ſheets; And, I own, that when I firſt ſat 
down to write on this ſubject, the aug- 
mentation 
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mentation of the revenue was not my 
principal motive. I had long obſerved, with 
concern, too many of our common people 
loſt to the community, by the immoderate 
uſe of a liquor, which, being clandeſtinely 
made and fold, came within the reach of 
the very meaneſt member of ſociety. I ſaw 
the lands, even in the moſt populous parts 
of the kingdom, under the moſt unſkilful 
huſbandry, rendered worſe by the operation 
of the exciſe laws. And, therefore, I wiſhed 
to inculcate the neceſſity of a fair and public 
market for home-made ſpirits : becauſe the 
drunkenenſs and idleneſs, fo loudly and fo 
juſtly complained of, proceeds from the 
cheapneſs of ſpirits, and that cheapneſs from 
their being, in a great meaſure, a ſmuggled 
commodity. 


Mild laws promiſe compliance, whereas 
diſobedience is the firſt fruit of unreaſonable 
reſtrictions. No law whatever could entirely 
extirpate the diſtillation of ſpirits in this 
kingdom. The meafure is fo impracticable 
that it ſhould not have a place in this dedi- 
cation, were it not that indignation again? 
our intoxicated, yet ſtarving, mechanics ſo 
frequently expreſſes a wiſh to that purpoſe, 
But even if it were practicable it is not 
deſireable. A moderate uſe of ſpirits is not 

| culpable, 
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culpable. There will be a demand-for them, 
come from where they may. And if there 
is to be exceſs, better to exceed in Iriſh 
whiſkey than French brandy, Holland gin, 
or even Indian rum. Our home-made 
ſpirits may become a uſeful article for home 
conſumption, and even for exportation. 
An open market would improve our agri- 


culture, and correct thoſe vices of our loweſt 


claſſes, which are at preſent the objects of 
every eye and the theme of every tongue. 
All which can never be effected, till every 
Still in the kingdom is under exciſe juriſ- 
dition, and every gallon of ſpirits pays 
duty : Or (in other words) there never can 
be an open market, with its conſequences, 
ſobriety, induſtry, and honeſty, till every 


private diſtiller ſhall be ſuppreſſed, and 


every public diſtiller removed from the pre- 
ſent temptation to make concealments and 
ſell privately. 


The official anſwer alluded to, admits it as 
undiſputed, that the diſtillation of ſpirits in 
this kingdom labours under great diſadvan- 
tages at preſent: and it adds, in this as 
in all other diſorders, it is neceſſary that we 
ſhould underſtand the diſeaſe before we 


propoſe the remedy.” 


It 
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If I underſtand this pamphlet, the obſcu- 
rity of which is not altogether affected, the 
diſorder, pointed out by it, is the diſhoneſty 
of the private diſtillers who pay no duty, 
and of the public diſtillers who pay as little 
as they can, The former of theſe, we are 
told, is not attended with any very bad 
effect to the public,” ſo that the latter is all 
in all : yet, for the latter, the only remedy 
offered is, the laws now in being ;” 
Whereas, we have ſuperadded as a remedy 
for the other—* if the gentlemen of the 
country would give their aid to the revenue 


officers.” 


But it is not denied, that the laws have 
not hitherto anſwered their intention ; be- 
cauſe they are altered every ſeſſion. And 
the act of the laſt ſeſſion, inſtead of healing, 
has inflamed that diſorder which undiſputedly 
exiſts. Beſides, the diſorder itſelf is but 
partially ſtated, when it is attributed ſolely 
to the diſhoneſty of diſtillers, whether public 
or private ; for this could not ſubſiſt, to the 
degree it does, without at leaſt an equal 
degree of diſhoneſty in the exciſe officers. 
Sed quis cuſtodes cuſtodiet ipſos ſhould, in 
this caſe, be a maxim of perpetual obſerva- 
tion, The frauds of the diſtillers, and the 


colluſion of the officers, go hand in hand; 
nor 
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nor can they be ſeparated as things are now 
conducted. Their corruption is mutual. 
Neither officer nor diſtiller could thrive upon 
honeſty: Their poverty as much as will con- 
ſents. The conſequence is, the crown gets 
but a pittance, and the country is diſtreſſed. 
Is not that then a horrible ſyſtem, where 
fraud is ſo interwoven in its very ſtamina, 
that mutual fraud is the only mutual gain? 


As a remedy for theſe diſorders of fraud 
and colluſion, 1 ſubmitted a general plan 
That each diſtiller ſhould pay an annual 
compoſition, according to the ſolid contents 
of his Still.“ Which ſcheme does by no 
means imply, as has been falſly imputed to it, 
the abolition of offices; for I am well aware 
that, after we have done all, fraudulence 
will creep in; and that both diſtiller and 
exciſeman will be ingenious in deviſing it, 
and careful in concealing it. The laying 
down of officers was an idea as new to me as 
the phraſe. This was ſo far from my inten- 
tion, that it is incompatible with my plan. 
Inſtead of removing diſtillers from legal 
controul, I am for additional reſtraints. 
Nor would I be for leſſening the patronage 
of the crown, perſuaded as I am that govern- 
ment is maintained, in theſe iſlands, rather 
by influence than power. I could wiſh 

] indeed 
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indeed to put the officers, as much as poſ- 
ſible, out of the way of temptation. And 
if this could be brought about, by applying 
the ſavings to increaſe the falaries of the 
remainder, a diminution of their number 
might not be amiſs. 


It will be objected to this ſyſtem of com- 
poſition, that it has never been adopted in 
England ; and it ſhould be the ambition of 
Iriſh patriotiſm to ſee Ireland aſſimilate with 
England, as much and as ſoon as poſſible. 
For of all the countries of which hiſtory has 
furniſhed me with any notices, England is 
the country where the human character is 
throughout ſupported with the greateſt dig- 
nity, and where univerſal nature wears the 
moſt chearful countenance. Yet there is 
nothing more dangerous than a ſervile imita- 
tion of this glorious country in all reſpects. 
Laws ſuited to England, at this day, would 
have been ridiculous, in the days of the 
Tudors; and I queſtion whether the interior 
parts of Ireland be, even now, as England 
was then. The law for prohibiting horſes 
to draw by the tail would be now un- 
neceſſary here; yet, when a boy, I remember 
the barbarous practice. All laws are rela- 
tions ; they cannot be eſtimated in the ab- 
ſtract; they muſt be referred to times and 

places, 
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places, to manners and cuſtoms ; and thoſe 
laws only are good in which thoſe reſpecis 
are duly attended to. A philoſophical hiſ- 
torian might perhaps be able to ſhew, that 
one great cauſe of the preſent backward 
ſtate of this nation was, the premature 


obtruſion of Engliſh laws upon it, upon all 
occaſions, 


But, be this as it may, in the moſt rude 
periods of our ſtory, obedience to the laws of 
the land has been among the commendable 
qualities of the Iriſh people; of which, 
among other authorities, Sir John Davies, 
that moſt judicious writer, gives his un- 
doubted teſtimony. Since his time a rapid 
increaſe of civilization has diffuſed itſelf 
over every rank and condition among us. 
When therefore it is imputed to them, that 
they will not give their aid to the execution 

of the exciſe laws, I will ſooner ſuſpect the 
wiſdom of the law than the virtue of the 
gentlemen, 


Since- then the remedy propoſed for the 
diſeaſe acknowledged is, as I conceive it, 
* the execntion of the Jaws now in being,” and 
ſince thoſe laws are, evidently, not the cure 
but the cauſe of the diſorder, I ſhall, without 


further ſtatement of objections on either 
: fide, 
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ſide, proceed to point out, in a ſummary 


way, the capital advantages of compoſition ; 


which will probably evince it to be a Re- 
medy at leaſt more adequate than any yet 
oftered. 


The Obſervations report, pag. 1, that 
home-made ſpirits produce a revenue of 
119,211/. 3s. 4d. and, pag. 60, they ſay, the 


contents of the licenſed Stills of this king- 


dom at this day, are 295,127 gallons. At 
pag. 25, it is ſaid, the higheſt compoſition 
I have yet ever heard of has been rated at 
205. for each gallon the ſtill contains, to be 
paid for a year's licenſe to diſtil”” Now 
from theſe facts it is evident, that even this 
low rate of compoſition would at once raiſe the 
revenue from 119, 211. 3s. 4d. to 296, 1271. 
But even ſuppoſing that the revenue ſhould 
not be much raiſed, would it not be better 
for this kingdom at large, that an equal 
revenue ſhould be collected from the ſub- 
ject in a peaceful, orderly, manner; without 
thoſe mutual temptations to fraud, which 
are diſgraceful to human nature; and with- 
out thoſe perpetual obſtacles thrown in the 


way of national civilization, an improved 


huſbandry, and the other uſeful arts con- 
nected with the diſtillation of ſpirits ? 
I ſhall 


xiv DEDICATION. 


I ſhall not, however, preſume to decide 
upon the preciſe terms of compoſition, 'That 
I ſhall leave to the legiſlature. But I ſhall 
give ſuch a view of the ſubje as will fa- 
cilitate their proceedings. I ſhall make it a 
queſtion more open to diſcuſſion, and leſs 
involved in obſcurity. And it muſt be a 
bad compoſition indeed which 1s not better 
than the preſent ſyſtem, favourable only to 


mutual corruption. But if parliamentary 


wiſdom, now applied to this ſubject, ſhould 
diſapprove of this mode, at any rate of duty, 
or for any ſpace of time *, it might be uſeful 
to conſider, whether a malt tax might not 
be expedient, And it cannot be uſeleſs to 
ſee, at a glance of the eye, that the inland 
exciſe of Ireland is capable of even greater 


increaſc than I have yet preſumed to ſpecify. 


Before the year 1780, the ſtate of the 


diſtillery, as far as I have learned, was 


nearly this: The ſtatutable Still, at an 
average, paid about 201. a year duty, and 
ſeldom leſs than the ſame ſum in douceurs 
and fines, But when, by the act of 1780, 
the diſtiller was obliged to pay nearly as 
much duty in a month as he had formerly 


paid in a year, and when he was obliged to 


give ſurety for working four months, then a 
| new 


* Half or a quarter of a year. 
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new ſyſtem was to be formed. The exciſe 
officers muſt have their perquiſites, and the 
fair dealer could not, or at leaſt thought he 
could not, pay them, and at length quitted 
the buſineſs. 


The operation of the law has, conſe- 
quently, been the reverſe of what was ex- 
pected, viz. the throwing the diſtillery into 
the hands of the opulent, It is obſerved, 
(pag. 67) that, © The legiſlature has not 
been able, by the encouragement which they 
have given to great Stills, to perſuade men 
of capitals to erect them.” Which ſhould 
convince thoſe concerned, that the laws now 
in being are not the remedy but the cauſe 
of the diſorder, which is complained of on 
the one hand, and admitted on the other. 


If we ſhould admit the act of 1782 to be 


a good one; thoſe frequent, violent, and 


ſudden alterations, which produced it, muſt, 
(on the other hand) evince, that, till of late, 
the ſtate of the diſtilleries has been but little 
underſtood, But, whether it be a good one, 
or not, let its conſequences declare. The firſt 
was ſuch diſcontents and commotions among 
the diſtillers, as had not been before heard of. 
Provincial and national aſſociations entered 


into, and reſolutions publiſhed not to carry 
on 


| 
| 
j 
| 
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on a buſineſs, before too precarious ; except 


in caſes where ſome, deeply engaged, could 


not at once diſentangle themſelves, and 
therefore had only, before them, the choice 
of evils, 


And what is the next conſequence? For 
the laſt half year, ending the 24th of this 
very month of December, there has been 
almoſt a total ſilence of all the Stills in the 


kingdom, except in Dublin, Drogheda, Wa- 


terford, and two or three other great towns 
(the very places where diſtilleries ſhould not 
be mo/z encouraged) and the firſt Commiſ- 
ſioner is now, making a tour. through the 
North, in hopes that his management may 
prevail on the diſtillers to reſume their 
buſineſs. If the revenue were to fall, the 
next half year, as much as it has done the 
laſt, he could not have ſo much as a pretext 
for an anſwer to this pamphlet. But now 
a ſubſtantial anſwer is attempted by anti- 
cipation. Every engine is ſet at work to 
prop up a falling exciſe. More private 
Stills have been ſeized within the laſt fix 
months than, 1n the ſame ſpace, during the 
memory of man. And, if the obnoxious 
clauſes in the act have been virtually dif- 
penſed with, where is the efficacy of the 

laws 
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laws now in being? and how are hey the 
only adequate remedy? 


Upon the preſent ſilence of the diſtilleries 
I remark, that happy would it be for this 
country, at the eve of an apprehended 
ſcarcity of bread, if that fence implied an 


actual ceſſation from converting corn into 


ſpirits. But far from it—the guondam li- 
cenſed diſtillers are, from the colluſion of 
exciſemen, almoſt univerſally at work, over 
the moſt populous parts of the country. In 
proof of which it is to be obſerved, that 
though the price of whiſkey be conſiderably 
raiſed in thoſe parts (which would in ſome 
meaſure have followed from the ſeizure of 
ſo many * private Stills) the increaſe of the 
price does little more than keep pace with 
the increaſed price of grain and potatoes. 


So that every evil conſequence is traced 
from the preſent exciſe code. The crown is 
defrauded, the diſtiller not benefited, and 
therefore diſcontented; and, in calamitous 
ſeaſons, the poor periſh for want. Whereas, 
upon the ſyſtem of compoſition, every 
Still in the kingdom would be under con- 
troul; and it would be as much in the 


power 


* Thoſe only are generally ſo called which were ucver 
licenſed. 
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power of Government, at any time, to ſtop 
the diſtillation of ſpirits, as to lay an em- 
bargo on the exportation of grain; the good 
effects of which we have ſo recently expe- 
rienced, under your Excellency's prudent 
and humane adminiſtration, 


Before I conclude this long addreſs, I ſhall 
beg leave to ſubmit another argument in 
ſupport of my poſition, — that the exciſe on 
home- made ſpirits ſnould be more than treble 
of what it was before the year 1780. At 
pag. 55 of the Obſervations it is ſaid, that 
the number of gallons which paid duty in 
1779 was 1,094,023 : It is there alſo ſaid, 
that the Revenue loſt + of the duty which 
ought to have heen paid. Conſequently the 
Obſerver admits, that (beſide private diſ- 
tillations) the licenſed diſtillers produced 
4,376,092. The exciſe on whiſkey, that year, 
was only 63,8187. but it ought to have been 
four times that ſum; viz. 255,272/, Now 
this is one-fourth more than J originally ad- 
vanced, And from all theſe arguments com- 
bined together, I truſt your Excellency will 
ſee that, if I be ſpeculative, my ſpeculations 
are not the baſcleſs fabric of a viſionary. 


J have the honour to be 
Your ExcELLENCY's 
Moſt dutiful and humble (eryant, 
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DISTILLERIES 
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BSERVATIONS on a pamphlet entitled 

a Letter to his Grace the Duke of Portland, 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, ſo far as the ſame 
relates to the Subject of Revenue ; in which is con- 
ſidered the State of the Diſtillery of Ireland! 
This pamphlet I attribute to the ſame author, the 
firſt Commiſſioner, who ſome years ago publiſhed 
OBsERvaTIONS on the BrEwinG Trade of 
IRELAND : and for the following reaſons—there 
appears in the Pamphlet on the Diſtillery ſuch a 
tender, ſuch a parental concern for the credit of 
the Pamphlet on the Brewery, as evince them to 
be the works of the ſame maſter. Beſides, he 
ſtands forth for the Board; and the Board is re- 
ſponſible for ſuch regulations in the' revenue bill as 
they propoſe, and of courſe for the defence of 
them Y. I contend only with principals. Where, 
| B al 


* The pamphlet juſt publiſhed has been advertiſed, 


printed, and puffed at the expence of the Board: It was 
early diſſeminated to every retainer to the revenue through- 
out the kingdom; and the firſt commiſſioner is: now moſt 
liberal, in his diſtribution of it, at every ſtage of his 
northern tour. 
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2 A REMEDY FOR 


at beſt, victory can bring no credit, a triumph 
over inferiors would be diſgrace. 


As meaſures not men were my objects, I hoped 
that the largeneſs of the ground I had taken would 
have precluded the neceflity of diſclaiming per- 
ſonality ; which, however, I did in the moſt folemn 
manner: yet I am now told, that © it is hard to 
attribute to any other motive than per/onality fo 
groſs a miſrepreſentation of the pamphlet I attack.” 
But I did not miſrepreſent, I only uſed ſome facts 
it furniſhed, for a very different purpoſe indeed 
from what the author intended; but they are fairly 
ſet down as I found them. And it will perhaps be 
ſeen, that the Pamphlet on the Diſtillery has only 
ſupplied data to overthrow thoſe very principles it 
would eſtabliſh. But the Public muſt judge the 
appeal is mutual—the author of the Obſervations 
tells the world, that © it appeared very material to 
him to endeavour to make public as ſpeedily as 
poſſible a true ate of facts, leſt the miſrepreſenta- 
tions of intereſted and deſigning men ſhould make an 
impreſſion, or impoſe upon thoſe who may not have 
conſidered the ſubject, or had an opportunity of 
information upon it.” ; 


On this and ſuch-· like Ob/ervations I only obſerve, 
that where a man's intereſt is concerned he is moſt 
apt to grow peeviſh, without juſt provocation; and 
that anger, though it adds ſtrength to the body, 
ſerves only to weaken the mind. There 1s, to be 
ſure, a very cloſe connection between offices and 
the perſons who hold them; yet writers of anſwers 
ſhould be able to diſtinguiſh the ſhades of difference. 
If encountering enmities be intereſted, then am I 
indeed intereſted in this buſineſs; and, as to per- 
ſonality, I ſhould, carefully avoid it upon my own 
| account, 
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account, perſuaded as I am that it is ſeldom uſed 
but from dearth of argument. 


The queſtion before the Public is nn - whether 
the Letter to the Duke of Portland be well or ill 
written, or whether the author of it be a ſpeculative 
or a practical man, or whether he writes in his 
cloſet or in his parlour. What the Public wants 
to know is, the remedy for that diſeaſe which every 
man admits, without diſputation, does at this day 
exiſt in the diſtillation of ſpirits in this kingdom. 


Living in a country as populous as any in this 
kingdom, I have had, (however ſpeculative I may 
be) frequent opportunities of marking the inau- 
ſpicious influence of the exciſe laws; and have 
long lamented, with men of moſt obſervation, 
that (to expreſs it in a few words) they tended 
only to corrupt, and oppreſs the ſubject, without 
any ſuitable return of either patronage or revenue 
to the crown. Thinking it, therefore, every man's 
duty to contribute, according to his means, to the 
happineſs of that ſociety to which he belongs, I 
took up the pen, at a ſeaſon when I hoped this 
matter might receive a fair hearing ; and when it 
required no ſagacity to foreſee, that the deſultory 
regulations of the exciſe muſt raiſe univerſal dif- 
content. 


By way of anſwer to a very few pages of my 
letter on this ſubject, a bulky pamphlet has been 
written; in which it is juſtly enough obſerved, 
(pag. 6) © that it would be proper for gentlemen to 
make themſelves matters of the ſubject upon which 
they chuſe to write.” And I not only agree with the 
right honourable writer, but go farther, and inſiſt 
upon it, that gentlemen ſhould make themſelves 
maſters of the * they venture 79 = 

2 * 
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It was Zaleucus, I think, who ordained that who- 
ever, concerned in the legiſlature, moved for the 
repeal of an old law, or the promulgation of a 
new one, ſhould appear with a rope about his 
neck, to be uſed according to the ſucceſs of the 


meaſure. But this by the way. I will not agree 


with him, however, that it is impoſſible for a man not 
to be an adept in buſineſs, becauſe he finds himſelf 
in office. His words are point blank to this effect, 
(pag. 18) where after a depreciating cenſure upon 
ſpeculative men, who think abſtractedly in their 
cloſet, he preſents you with a fine contraſt of 
* a man whoſe duty obliges him to conſider both 
ſides of the queſtion, and who is neceſſarily ac- 
quainted with the practical as well as theoretical 
parts of the buſineſs (i. e. practice) of the revenue.” 
But I eſtimate no man's merit by his ſtation. The 
grocer may roll up his pound of figs with great 
adroitneſs, and yet be as ignorant as his porter of 
what regulates the price of figs. If men in office 
were of neceſſity acquainted with buſineſs, the pre- 
ſent age would not have ſuch room to correct the 
errors of the paſt. 


I have always underſtood that, in legiſlation at 
leaſt, practice ſhould be governed by theory. Yet 
here they are ſet, one on one fide of the queſtion, 
and the other on the other; as if they were in 
oppoſition. There are, to be ſure, many uſeful 
practical men who can give no reaſon for what they 


do, and there are theoriſts who cannot put in prac- 


tice what they conceive. Yet this is no reaſon that 
their ideas are impracticable; for inftance—l can- 
not execute my own theory of exciſe, but the 
legiſlature can. Yet, it is more than inſinuated, 
that I am for a parliament of brewers and diſtillers. 
I had ſaid, it was a trite obſervation that mer- 


chants and traders make but ſorry legiſlators, — 
ö | the 
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the intereſt of their own line hangs ſuch an irre- 
ſiſtible bias on their minds, that a partial not a uni- 
verſal good is always their object; and I applied 
this to the collection of the revenue; which might be 
conſidered as a trade, and thoſe who propyſed regu- 
lations for the revenue biaſſed in its favour, and 
therefore under a ſimilar prejudice with traders, 
If the revenue riſes, they think they have done 
right; no matter how wrong for the Public at large. 
This paſſage is quoted (pag. 7) and anſwered thus: 
« I perfectly agree with the author in his premiſſes, 
but I own 1 ſhould be induced to draw a concluſion 
directly contrary ; for I ſhould from thence argue, 
that the brewers and diftillers were the moſt im- 
proper perſons in the nation t make laws for the 
collection of the revenue of exciſe, and that the 
commiſſioners of the revenue might be allowed to 
interfere in making ſuch laws, becauſe it muſt be 
clear that they can have no intereſt except that of 
diſtillers and brewers.” 


Now, I proteſt, this is not fo clear to me; for 
though ] impute no ill intentions to the com- 
miſſioners (as motives are of another tribunal) yet l 
arraign the ſpirit of the exciſe laws; and clear | am 
that their tendency is to favour the tax-gatherer 
rather than the tax, and the tax rather than the 
ſubje& taxed. It cannot be denied, that fines 
and forfeitures are among the principal emolu- 
ments of office, and that the increaſe of the caſual 
revenue 1s an oſtenſible argument for diligence both 
in the higheſt and loweſt departments. And how 
conſiderable the fines and forfeitures of diſtillers 
are, every body knows *. Beſides, theſe fines and 

forfeitures 


* Iknow one caſe, which, as it ſhews how good ſome- 
times ſprings out of evil, may contribute ſomewhat to cheer 
this. dreary ſubje. A Mr. C. Marſhall of the county of 

Tyrone, 


| 
. 
| 
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forfeitures are one great ſource of influence to the 
Board, which they create two ways—1ſt, by in- 
creaſing the value of inferior offices, and thereby 
increaſing their patronage Þ.— 2dly, by conferring 
obligations on members of parliament, and other 
gentlemen, by a mitigation or remiſſion of thoſe 
fines and forfeſtures. | 


According to my new ſchemes, as they are called, 
it is expected that there will be little occaſion for 
either fines or forfeitures. But it is almoſt con- 
felled (pag. 66) that the augmentation, I ſpoke of, 
is, at leaſt, uppermoſt in the writer's thoughts. For 


though he admits that “ if the trade were put upon 
7 this 


Tyrone, was ſo heavily fined, within theſe two years, that 
he was fain to quit his buſineſs of diſtillation ; and happily 
for the Public, inſtead of manufaQuring whiſkey he now 
manufaQures cotton, He has already twenty looms and fix 
ſpinning jennies at work, in thoſe houſes formerly occupied 
by one of the naſtieſt of trades, with a fair proſpect before 
him of a proſperous reward of uſeful induſtry, which before 
he never could haye hoped for. 


+ This is denied in the Obſervations, pag. 32. But though 
the approbation of government is neceſſary to the appoint- 
ment of officers, yet it is not a ſecret that, as to the inferior 
officers, the Board has à voice potential both in placing and 
diſplacing them. However, the words of a Commitlioner's 
patent run thus: AND We do hereby give unto you, the 


- ſaid I. B. &c. or any three or more of you, in manner afore- 


ſaid, full power and authority to nominate, conſtitute and 
appoint, with the approbation of the lord lieutenant, or &c. 
or other chief governors of our ſaid kingdom of Ireland for 
the time being, an agent or ſolicitor, and alſo ſub-com- 
miſſioners, deputies, collectors, accomptants, clerks, ſur- 
veyors, waiters, ſearchers, gaugers, and all other inferior 
officers reſpeQively, as you ſhall have occaſion to employ for 
our ſervice, &c. &c. And any ſuch agent or ſolicitor, and 
alſo any ſuch ſub-commiſſioners, &c. &c. already appointed, 
or hereafter to be appointed, in relation to our ſaid revenue, 
&c, by theſe our letters patent, committed to your care and 
management, with the like approbation as aforeſaid 7s 
remove and diſflace, & c. &c. 
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this reſpectable footing, by the ſuppreſſing of 
private, and enabling the officers of the revenue to 
prevent the fraudulent diſtillers, the buſineſs would 
then become a great national object both for home 
conſumption and exportation.” Yet (pag. 41) it 
comes out, that the whole duty being drawn 
back upon exported ſpirits, the inland exciſe will 
not be much benefited by exportation.” Put, 
however it was with him, I do own that the riſe of 
the revenue was with me but a ſecondary conſidera- 
tion, becauſe I am decided that an extraordinary 
revenue cannot be long raiſed from an opprefled 
people. It muſt be firſt well with the ſubject 
before it can be well with the crown. A rich 
exchequer and an impoveriſhed nation are incom- 
patible. Ireland, in extent above two-thirds of 
England and Wales, and in natural endowments 
not inferior, is, in reſpect of internal riches and ex- 
ternal advantages, not a fortieth, yet the former 
is taxed in proportion to one-fourth of the latter. 


It may not, at a glance, appear that the exciſe 
would be much benefited by exportation, yet 
it is not ſo in fact; for an increaſed exportation 
would proportionally increaſe internal conſump- 
tion, by an increaſe of induſtry, wealth and popu- 
lation ; which does not appear to have been 
attended to by the writer. Wherefore give me 
leave to aſk him, is not the quantity of Engliſh 
beer exported very inconſiderable in proportion 
to the home conſumption ; and yet docs he not 
believe, that if any check were given to the ex- 
portation of beer in England, that it would ruin the 
brewery trade there? Yet it is plain, from the act 
of 1782, that though the exportation of home-made 
ſpirits be nominally encouraged by a drawback. 
that it is thrown under ſo many difficulties, both — 

a tne 
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the diſtillery and the cuſtom-houſe, as to be vir- 
tually diſcouraged *. 


But here I ſhall be adviſed, as I have been already, 
over and over again, to read the acts of 1781 and 
1782—and really pretty reading they are ſo j am 
obliged to him, if he means it for my edification, 
and not for my puniſhment; as I have been the firſt 
who have undertaken to write upon a ſubject.— 
the grievances of the diſtillers,—which had till then 

rformed quarantine before it reached the Board, 
and had always been preſented on the knees of ſup- 
plication, in the dutiful form of humble petition. 


However, to prove my ignorance both of men 


and things, large quotations are made from my 


Letter, full of compliment to the commiſſioners of 
his majeſty's revenue, and to their law agent 
Mr. G. E. Howard F—and I ſtand corrected. I 
begin 

* See Appendix, 


+ Whoſe writings every where breathe a diſapprobation 
of the conduct and laws of the revenue. In his preface he 
laments ** that there are not more public officers in this 
kingdom, who are leſs attentive to the emoluments than to 
the knowledge of the buſineſs of their offices; and that ſkill, 
abilities, and true merit, hath at all times been ſo little con- 
ſidered in promotion to offices; and that the office has been 
ever ſought out for the man and not the man for the office. 
Of this I am fully convinced, ſays he, that had the contrary 
been the practice in the revenue, and that the ſeveral officers 
employed therein, eſpecially in the exciſe, had been raiſed 
from one department to another, for their approved good 
conduct only that the increaſed produce E4 the ſeveral revenues 
of the kingdom would, at this day, hade been ſuch, that not one- 

alf of the additional duties, which are now in being, might at 
this day have been wanted.” Pag. 7. But Mr. Howard is not 


content to give his own opinion, but he will obtrude upon 


us that of Sir Richard Cox, who was certainly not the leaſt 
intelligent or diligent commiſſioner we have heard of, and 
who uſed to ſay, that ** more than one-third of the revenue of 
FXCISE was not then collefed, which might have been * : 

ele 
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begin to ſee how little I knew of their comparative 
merits; and I ſhall take care for the future how l 
compliment the members of any of our boards 
without their leave. But fo critical a writer ſhould 
know, that even the falſehood of an incidental 
propoſition does not in the leaſt affect the truth of 
the principal queſtion. Now the queſtion was not 
who ſettled the accounts, but were the accounts 
ſettled ? And is it not a truth of notoriety, that 
during Lord Carlifle's adminiſtration, the ſuperior 
officers of the revenue were called to a ſtrict ac- 
count? And did not the ſingle item of collectors 
defalcation exceed three ſcore thouſand pounds ? 
And was it not the duty of the commiſſioners to 
have taken ſuch ſecurities, and to have ſo checked 
their accounts that the collectors could not have 

incurred 


Theſe principles, offenſive at all times, muſt be doubly ſo 
2 the preſent occaſion, as they evince that the Letter to the 

uke of Portland is not fo ſingular in its ſentiments, as to 
revenue regulation. The farther I] examine, I find more 
arguments and more authorities to confirm what I threw 
out ſo generally ia my letter. The following obſervations 
are not the leſs valuable becauſe they come from a revenue 
ſolicitor : = ** One can ſcarce avoid lamenting, that any 
neceſſity ſhould ever have happened to cauſe the inſtitution 
of a judicature, which ſo much ſeems to claſh with the 
ſpirit gd wage of the Britiſh conſtitution, as that which is 
eſtabliſhed by the exciſe laws ; an inſtitution by which that 
bulwark of Britiſh liberty, a trial by jury, is partly ſub- 


verted, and the determination of property, ſometimes to a2 


great amount, transferred from the eſtabliſhed courts, to 
perſons who in the general cannot either from courſe of 
education or experience, be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with 
the modes of legal reaſoning or the proceedings of juſtice,” 
Another circumſtance attending the trials upon theſe 
laws, apparently repugnant to the ordinary courſe of pro- 
ceedings ig the 1 courts of juſtice, is that of admitting 
the teſtimony of the informer, who is to receive a moiety of 
the penalty or forfeiture, as he is ſwearing under the 
ſtrongeſt temptations to perjury.” 

Treatiſe of the Exchequer and Revenue of Ireland, 

pag. 286 and 287. . 
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incurred ſuch arrears? It was nugatory then to be 
lo diffuſive on the different departments of ac- 
comptant-general, law-ſolicitor, ' &c. - at the very 
inſtant that it is 4 little unfortunately admitted that 
there are officers under the controul indeed of the 
commiſſioners, whoſe duty it is to examine and 
cheque the different branches of the collectors 
accounts.“ Indeed! | | 


This puts me in mind of the lawyers deſcribed 
by Gulliver, who are tedious in dwelling upon all 
circumſtances which are at to the purpoſe. For 
inſtance, they never deſire to know what claim my 
adverſary has to my cow, but whether the ſaid 
cow was red or black, her horns long or ſhort, 
whether the field ſhe grazed in be round or ſquare, 
whether ſhe was milked at home or abroad, what 
diſeaſe ſhe is ſubject to, and the like. 


I own (and I need not bluſh to own it) that when 
I wrote my Letter io, &c. I was almoſt deſtitute 
of all official documents on the ſubject of the 
revenue. My only lights, except the ſad experience 


of the country, were the Pamphlet on the brewery 


and the journals of the Houſe of Commons, im- 
mediately preceding the ſeſſion during which I 
wrote; (and by the bye, the journals of that ſeſſion 
are not yet publiſhed). I therefore applied to the 
Board, in the moſt reſpectful manner, by one of 
their own members (a worthy gentleman to whom 
I owe other obligations) for ſuch facts as I deemed 
moſt neceſſary to illuſtrate my ſubject. But the 
application was in vain. I was told, that I muſt 
pick up my information in the beſt manner I could. 


Obliged to reſort to calculations, it is now 
aſſerted, that © in almoſt every one of them I am 
miſtaken.” Yet no attempt has been made to 


point 
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point out theſe miſtakes; and for this plain reaſon : 
whatever error I have committed makes againſt my 


argument; as the facts aſſumed were not carried 


to their full extent. But the OxsERVATIOxNS on 
my Letter furniſh me with ſome, though not the 
whole of that information I requeſted ; ſufficient, 
however, to prove from the facts, there ſtated as 
authentic, much more than J originally attempted 
by calculation. For inſtance: one of my original 
aſſertions is expreſſed in the following paragraph. 
Had the cuſtom-houſe afforded me the preciſe 
quantity of exciſe duty, together with the number 
of exciſe officers in each collector's diſtrict, it would 
have been eaſy to demonſtrate that, over almoſt 
all the internal parts of the kingdom, the exciſe 
revenue is collected at near double ſeventeen 
per cent, But leſt I (hould appear to ſport an 
opinion, I ſhall lay down my grounds for the 
allertion.” 


But having now much better grounds to go upon 
than I had then; viz. a bt of the number of Stills in 
Ireland, &c. furniſhed in the anſwer to my Letter, 
I find that I was miſtaken indeed; for inſtead of 
twice, I might have ſaid four times ſeventeen per 
cent.: as may be at once ſeen by caſting an eye 
over this ſame table, which is fubjoined, to fave the 
trouble of further reference. "There we ſee that 
Baltimore diftrict accounted but for 200. 15s. 44. 
of duty, yet it has a ſurveyor and of courſe ſome 
gaugers, whoſe bare falaries, with that of the 
collector, amount to between two and three hundred 
pounds, Cavan accounts for 934/. 15. 104d. and 
it has three ſurveyors and fixteen gaugers, as [ 
gueſs : ſo that in this great diſtrict, where ſo much 
whiſkey is conſumed, the duty does ſcarce pay the 
expence of collecting. As to the duties on beer, 
ale, &c. in this and moſt other of the inland 


diſtricts, 
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diſtricts, it is inconſiderable, and might be collected 
at a very low rate. But I ſhall proceed no 
farther than the letter C in this liſt, which I have 
taken alphabetically, leaving it to the reader to uſe 
the key which I have given him, in ſuch of the 
reſt as he ſhall chuſe. The number of ſurveyors 
I learn from Watſon's Almanack ; and as to my 
gueſs-work of the number of gaugers, candour 
will, I am perſuaded, pardon it—even in a work 
which demands preciſion—when it is conſidered 
that the Obſervations on my pamphlet keep their 
number ſtill concealed ; though I had aſked for 
this notice particularly, and though I had, not 
very indirectly, complained of the refuſal, in the 
paragraph of my Letter juſt cited. 


In like manner I might have carried my other 
arguments much farther than I then attempted 
upon conjectural facts; which I always placed 
much lower than they are now ſtated in the 
Obſervations. What was eſſential to be admitted, 
1 did, in my letter, admit; and that was the riſe of 
the inland exciſe for the two laſt years, and that I 
learned from what fell from the firſt commiſſioner 
in the Houſe of Commons laſt winter. 


I fay, I not only admitted all this, but I aſſigned 
certain reaſons for it; which, it ſeems, excite prodi- 
gious indignation. And to give me an opportu- 
nity of ſpeaking truth for the future, the commiſſi- 
oner is ſo obliging as to inform me, © that the ex- 
ciſe on ſpirits might be and is doubled in the laſt two 
years, without any help of my new ſchemes.” And 

| | ] receive 


* Though it will be objeRed, that theſe officers do collect 
the exciſe of beer, ale, &c. yet theſe are, all put together, 
inconſiderable out of the great towns, and will not counter- 
— our mixing the town and country exciſes in one 

um. 


Letter to the Duke of Portland, pag. 32, 
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I receive this information with pleaſure, both as the 
crown is enriched, and as it confirms my general 
doctrine, that the inland exciſe is capable of an 


aſtoniſhing augmentation. * 


But before I proceed to ſubſtantiate this idea, let 
me make ſome further animadverſions on the mode 
of anſwering my letter: For it is the leaſt compli- 
ment I owe my reader to ſquaſh certain charges 
brought againſt me, before I meet him upon new 
ground. Anxious though the obſerver be to over- 
turn my principles, he is even more ſo to confute 
the writer, hardy enough to be the firſt who wrote 
a pamphlet on the ſubject. His arguments are of 
courſe, moſtly ad hommem, and ſcarce one of them 
to the purpoſe. Inſtead of provoking reſentment, it 
ſhould have pleaded in my favour, that no firſt eſſay 
was ever any thing like perfe& : and I confeſs; that 
I have long ſince ſpied out defects in. my ſyſtem, 
which have eſcaped the notice of my anſwerer. 
For inſtance, the capital one of ſuppreſſing private 
Stills, by inveſting every licenſed diſtiller with the ſame 
powers which exciſe officers now poſſeſs, of ſeizing 
them. This mode was ſtruck out upon a ſtricter 
inveſtigation, and has been approved by all the 
diſtillers in the kingdom, as well as by every coun- 
try gentleman whom I have conſulted. And, after 
1 have done all I can, I am far from thinking that 
this little pamphlet can do more than furniſh a few 
hints for the publick mind to ruminate. upon, till 
the meeting of parliament. 4 


Howeveß x 


* But admitting this increaſe, J will not admit the con- 
cluſion that it proceeds ſolely from the natural operation of 
the law. I never heard of leſs than an average of ſeveral 
years taken as a fair foundation for ſuch calculations. The 
riſe of a year or two is counting without his hoſt ; let the 
obſerver ſuſpend his exultation till Lady-day 1783, and 
even that will be a premature period for drawing his con- 
Cc u On. 
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However, as it was thought very material that an 
anſwer ſhould be publiſhed as ſpeedily as poſſible, 
it was found neceſlary, in this anſwer, to make me 
ſay things I never thought of, and to apply to one 
topick what I have ſaid upon another. Ex. gr. It 
is imputed to me that / am for laying down officers, 
and then a number of evils, conſequent upon com- 
Pofition, are conjured up; but as they moſtly lean 
on this falſe allegation (as on a crutch) by remov- 
ing it, the objections fall to the ground. Again— 
what I advanced relative to the means of prevent- 
ing ſmuggling, 1s applied to the encouragement 
of exportation ; all which ſhall be ſeen more at 
large in the ſequel. | 


I am accuſed (page 4) for © ſetting out in that 


part of my pamphlet which relates to the revenue, 


with a very pompous deſcription of the oppreſſions 
occaſioned: by the Hearth-money tax.” If I was 
pompous, on this occaſion, it was a ſtrange ſubject 
for it, the pomp of beggary, the pageantry of 
nakedneſs, and the triumphant licence of rapacious 
office. However, the queſtion was not whether 
my language was pompous or pathetic ; it was 
fimply this—is not the hearth-money an unequal 
and oppreſſive tax, in a country confined to almoſt 
two claſſes of men,—an opulent gentry and a moſt 
indigent commonality ? 


But * they who lie upon ivory and ſtretch them- 
ſelves upon their couches are not grieved for the 


Mfittions of Joſeph.” I ſaw the Houſe of Com- 
mons of Ireland divided on the night of the 24th 


of October 1779; it was a memorable night! 
memorable as the times were wretched, in this 
always poor and then impoveriſhed country. Bank- 
ruptcy ſtartled confidence: diſtreſs and beggary 


tingled in our ears, whilſt they wounded our 4 * 
© 
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The doors of both Houſes of Parliament were beſet 
with famiſhing mechanics. Dean Woodward, 
always the advocate of miſery, repreſented our 
ſituation 3 and Earl Nugent pathetically told our 
tale in the Britiſh ſenate. England, then ſtruggling 
with half the univerſe, was moved to-grant imme- 
diate relief to an inſolvent nation, whoſe * miſguided 
revenues were inadequate to its ordinary expences. 
And who then voted, in our own houſe, for the 


impoſition of new burdens ? F * * . 
* * * * * « * 


At pag. 40 it is ſaid, that I am © guilty of what 
is called as egregious @ bull as ever was uttered.” 
Which obſervation ſhould have eſcaped my notice, 
but that I was however to have quoted the paſlage 
which has kindled ſuch aztic fire in the obſerver. 
Wherefore, as the philoſopher who,—to confound 
the babblements againſt motion—roſe up and 
walked ; fo ſhall I ſimply repeat my own words, 
that the'reader may at once judge of the force of 
my calculation, and of the poignancy of my candid 
critic. 


In a pamphlet attributed to the commiſſioners 
of the revenue, is a table exhibiting (as it ſays) 
accurately and at one view, the conſumption of 

foreign 


* Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

* Tt is with great concern I am c inform you, that, on ac- 
count of the extraordinary decline of the revenues, the very 
liberal ſupplies of the laſt ſeſſion have proved inadequate to 
the exigencies of government, &c.“ 

The Lord Lieutenant's Speech to both Houſes of Parliament. 
Mertis, 12 die Octobris 1779. 


+ Mercurii, 24 die Novembris 1979. A motion was made, 
and the queſtion being put, that it be reſolved, that at this 
time it would be inexpedient to grant new taxes. It was carried 


in the affirmative by a vaſt majority. 
Journals of the Houſe of Commens. 
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foreign and domeſtic ſpirits in this kingdom, from 
1763 to 17% incluſive, from which it appears, 
that the number of gallons of foreign ſpirits con- 
ſumed is conſiderably more than double of the 
home-made. Had this been given as the proportion 
of gallons which pay duty, I ſhould not have 

- arraigned the fact. But the annual conſumption 
of home-made ſpirits are but ſomewhat above one 
million of gallons, Now it will not be denied 
that above two millions of our people are f whiſkey- 
drinkers : but two quarts of that liquor is a very 
moderate quantum truly, for the annual conſumption 
of individuals guilty of ſuch frequent ebrieties,” 


| But it will be ſaid, that of theſe two millions 
| of people, a great many women and children never 
| talle whiſkey ;. and I ſhall, for peace-ſake, admit it; 
and ſuppoſing that only a twentieth of them drinks 
it, what will be the conſequence ? why the twentieth 
perſon will not have the full of the ſmalleſt wine 
glaſs for his daily conſumption. Either then the 
Iriſh are the ſobereſt nation on the face of the earth, 
or this muft be the worſt founded fact that ever 
was put upon paper ; yet upon this, and ſuch like 
facts, is the code of our exciſe laws built; laws 
which defeat their own end, the railing of a revenue, 
and are productive of ſuch multiplied miſchief and 
miſery to the kingdom at large.” 


Well! 


5 | | 
+ That is, according to the fair conſtruction of the words, 
ſo poor, that they never taſte wines, rum, brandy, &c. And 
as exceſſive drunkenneſs is imputed to them, they might be 
well enough called wwhifkey-drinkers ; and it might, in a 
ſeparate paragraph, without @ bull, be ſuppoſed that of theſe 
two millions of people, a great many women and children 
never taſte whiſkey. But my right hon, Obſerver is of 
another opinion. —— ſor the Public, this is not 


the only point we differ in! 
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Well! how is all this anſwered? By ſhewing 
that inſtead of 1,094,026 gallons, of which the 
commiſſioners received duty in 1779, they have 
got duty from 2,043, 620 in 1782. But the fact as 
it now ſtands, is of ſufficient magnitude; for, even 
yet, there will be but a fingle gallon for the annual 
conſumption of each perſon, and the tenth perſon 
will not have the full of the ſmalleſt wine glaſs for 


his daily conſumption. 


What a cauſe then muſt that be which, after 
rummaging the cuſtom-houſe, and ranſacking every 
official entry, no other anſwer is to be found but 
cavils againſt ityle, imputations of blunder, and 
idle charges of miſrepreſentation ? And, when 
matters of importance ſtand till, the reader is put 
off with a ſhuffling evaſion :=* As to the gentle- 
man's ingenious calculations of the number of 
whiſkey-drinkers, and the quantity that each drinks, 
I ſhall not follow him through them. I ſhall only 
obſerve, that if the code of excife laws were framed 


upon ſuch facts, and ſuch calculations, they would 


be probably very abſurd laws indeed.” 


And pray why will you not follow him ? Becauſe 
every ſtep you take, would lead to your con- 
demnation; for are not exciſe laws founded upon 
the quantum of conſumption ? Elſe why ſuch expence 
in the collection? And are not thoſe laws certamly 
abſurd, which encourage clandeſtine diſtillation to 
ſuch a degree, that it far exceeds that which is li- 
cenſed ? For who will believe that two millions of 
gallons is the annual conſumption of two millions of 
people, addicted to whiſkey, and who never taſte any 


more expenſive liquors? To fay nothing of near 


another million, whoſe circumſtances enable them 


to drink other liquors indeed ; but with the moſt of 
whom 


ſ 


18 A REMEDY FOR 


whom whiſkey punch is a frequent and a favourite 
beverage. 


As the general intereſt of Ireland was my original 
motive for taking up the pen, perſuaded I was that 
it would ſerve that intereſt to encourage diſtilleries 
not only in the country villages but even in the 
bogs and the mountains;—as each diſtillery might 
become a market for the neighbouring farmer, and, 
as it were, a centre of a circle of agriculture. Fire, 
water, &c. would be more convenient to the manu- 
facturer, the towns would not be ſo much diſtreſſed 
for fuel, the bog and the mountain weuld be 
reclaimed, and the diſtiller might employ. to ad- 
vantage his grains, waſh, &c. in feeding cattle. 
But this, it ſeems, was all theory ; for we are told 
(pag. 72) © that if all the diſtillers in Ireland were 
to ſettle in the metropolis, every farmer would 
have that market at his door; that is, the expence 
of bringing up his grain to thoſe diſtillers would 
be paid by the Public.” | 


What a fine thing is this bounty upon the inland 
carriage of corn ! How it has enriched the country 
by the multiplying productive cars and horſes ! 
and how it has improved the morals of the people, 
by an abhorrence of perfidy and perjury ! But, 
let me aſk, if the Public pays the Farmer, who pays 
the Public ? And if we take no more water out of 
the pump than we throw into it, pray what is the 
uſe of that machine ? Indeed this. whole argument 
is fit only for that animal with-two legs and without 
feathers,—if he were to turn financier, - which 
Diogenes called. Plato's MAN. A clerk of corn. 
premiums would be aſhamed of it—a cobweb too 
thin to entangle even the flies, which buzz about the 
cultom-houſe. K 

ut 


THE DISTILLERIES. rg 


But it will be ſaid, that this was not uſed as a 
financeering argument, but only to ſhew that the 
Country would not be the worſe for the diſtilleries 
being all in Dublin. And will it then perſuade the 
Farmer who lives a hundred miles from Dublin, 
that he has its market at his door? he whoſe 
whole ſtock of grain would load but a few cars; 
whoſe ſhare of it, then ready for ſale, would not load 
one; whoſe whole pariſh may not furniſh a wheel 
car; who, if he had cars in his neighbourhood, has 
neither credit nor ſkill to employ them; and, if he 
had all theſe requiſites, muſt wait for the tedious 
proceedings of clerks and affidavit men,—to ſay 
nothing of the ſeaſon for market; while, in the 
meantime, his cows are in the pound for his rent. 


Let me next review another obſervation on the 
ſame topic. Effectually to chaſtiſe my abſurdity 
for having ſaid © that the illicit diſtillation of 
whiſkey muſt be hurtful to agriculture,” he places 
me between the horns of a dilemma. © If,” ſays he, 
(pag. 9) © this be compared with the aſſertions of 
the very page before, it will be rather difficult to 
reconcile them ; for the great grievance complained 
of there is, that the preſent code of exciſe laws 
* nips agriculture in the very bud, and blaſts the infant 
hope of national proſperity. Now how is this to be 
reconciled with this aſſertion, * that there never was 
Jo much whiſkey diſtilled as ſince thoſe laws were 
enacted. For, as to agriculture, it ſeems to be very 
much the ſame, whether the ſpirit made from the 
corn conſumed pays duty or not, the quantity con- 
ſumed is the object to the farmer, and if there 
never was ſo much whiſkey diſtilled as fince thoſe 
laws were enacted, there never was ſo much corn 
conſumed in diſtilling as in this period, and of 
courſe theſe laws, inſtead of nipping agriculture in 
the bud, ſeem well calculated to ſupport it.“ 

C2 Now 
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Now I really thought that the writer of an 
official pamphlet would have been better adviſed, 
than to publiſh ſuch a ſtrange aſſertion, that © as 
to agriculture it ſeems very mach the ſame, &c.” For 
though the reverſe be not ſelf-evident, yet it is ſo 
very obvious, that I ſhould have been puzzled to 
make it plainer—for the nearer any propoſition 
to ſelf- evidence, the more difficult it is 
to be proved—I ſay I ſhould have been puzzled to 
make my doctrine plainer, had not the Obſervations 
on, &c. been very operoſe (pag. 65) in ettabliſhing 
it. But left the pamphlet ſhould not be at hand, 
take its very words: “ I think it muſt be evident, 
to every conſidering man, that the private diſtiller 
muſt keep down the price of land, by keeping 
down the price of corn; for as he runs great riſk of 
detection, of Joſles, of fines and penalties, ſo he 
mult lay in his materials as cheap. as poſſible, and 
as he cannot work with equal advantage as the 
public diſtiller, &c.” And (pag. 97) it is ſaid, 
<< the preſent ſyſtem, if it. be properly followed up 
by wholeſome regulations, will ſoon convince the 
gentlemen of landed property, how much it is 
their intereſt to ſupport and protect the fair trader 
againſt thoſe pirates, who, by the nature of their 
trade, injure agriculture, the farmer, and gentlemen 
of landed property.” But is there one argument 
for the country gentleman (who, it feems, will not 
uſe their own reafon) and another for the reſt of the 
Public? Or, ſhall we in charity ſuppoſe, that this is 
written by a different hand from the ingenious 
contriver of the dilemma ; for, how is it poſſible 
that the tame head could ſo ſoon have forgotten its 
own ideas, expreſſed but a few pages before? 


It might be ſufficient to condemn this writer out 
of his own mouth, but that the Public is not in- 


tereſted whether he or I write conſiſtently; what 
moſt 
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moſt concerns the Public at preſent is, to be ap- 
prized of the uncommon weakneſs of a cauſe, 
whoſe ableſt defenders are ſo hard preſſed, that 
they ſay and unſay jult as they think it beft anfwers 
a preſent turn; and have no way of making an 
anſwer but by making a cate. In my concluding 
paragraph I warned my reader of this poette hcence, 
which an exuberant fancy might indulge itſelf in; 
I told him that gentlemen, not given to ſpeculation, ' 
might miſconceive, and that miſconception might 
miſrepreſent ; it happening ſometimes, that when 
readers have confured up a phantom of their own 
imaginations, they congratulate themſelves on ex- 
orciling the monſter of the writer's fancy. Where- 
fore, to uſe the elegant expreſſions (pag. 64) of the 
right honourable Obſerver, ** inſtead of taking for 
granted the aſſertions of fooliſh aud intereſted perſons,” 
Jet us advert to fact. TINS "35 1 


When a farmer has a redundancy of grain, 
(which is always the caſe in plentiful ſeaſons) and 
of courſe when he cannot get his price for it, he 
converts it into malt himfelf, and either diſtills 
it himſelf, or goes to the next public or private 
Still with it. So that the farmer (except in a few 
of the level counties) is generally his own maiſter, 
frequently his own diſtiller, and of courſe he is 
alſo a retailer of whiſkey. It might ſurprize fome 
readers to be told, that it is common to fee ſe- 
veral ſacks of grain in a ditch, or any large hole 
which contains water, in the firſt ſtage of malting ; 
for ſuch is the Iriſh farmer's Feep for his grain, and 
he finiſhes 'the «proceſs of malting it in his barn. 
And does not fuch a procedure (and congenial 
practices) nip agriculture in the very bud, blaſt 
the hope of national proſperity, and become one 
perennial ſource of beggary and vice? yet we 


are 
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are told, that as to agriculture it ſeems to be very much 
the ſame, &c. 


Seems! But to whom does it ſeem ſo? To 
nobody who underſtands the ordinary operation of 
laws. What I complain of is, that they who take 
the lead do not ſee things with their own eyes, that 
they view them through the medium of vulgar 
minds, untutored by philoſophy, unenlightened 
by political wiſdom. Had they taken the pains to 
underſtand the Aphoriſms annexed to my Letter, 
which they have uſed to anſwer a few pages of the 
Letter itſelf, they would have ſeen that, till trades 
are ſeparated, it never can be well with this or any 
other country; and then they could not have been 
betrayed into ſuch ſelf-condemned aſſertions, fit 
only to be ſwallowed by the inferior retainers ta 
the collection of exciſe. What! ſhall he who 
ploughs the field, reaps it and gathers in the grain, 
malts it; ſtills it, and vends the whiſkey himſelf, 
be any thing but a bungler in every ſtep he takes 
his farm not half cultivated, his malt abominable, 
his ſpirits poiſonous, and his occupation of ſmuggler 
execrable, corrupting both the bodies and the minds 
of all around him. Srl? 02 


If T had not, before my eyes, the daily experience 
of this pernicious practice, I ſhould, in my original 
Letter, have propoſed a malt tax; but I was of 
opinion, that we are not yet ripe for it. Our agri- 
culture is not in that ſtage of its progreſs towards 
perfection, which could yet bear what would, 
otherwiſe, be an improvement. Till private dit- 
tilleries are ſuppreſſed, a malt tax would only mul- 
tiply the miſchiefs of the exciſe code, in ſome 
places, whatever it might do in others, But if they 
were ſuppreſſed, there would be many argument: 

| In 
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in 'favour of a malt tax: 1ſt, neither brewer nor 
Adiſttler would have it ſo much in their power to 
elude the law ; for as the fluids extracted from corn 
are (bulk for bulk) of ſo much more value than the 
corn itſelf, they may with much greater eaſe be 
ſecreted in various ways. Beſides, the making of 
malt is of ſlow proceſs, and any attempt to conceal 
(or mix) the ſteeped corn, would not be eaſily com- 
penſated ; fo that the tax might be levied with 
much greater certainty than at preſent. 2dly, 
Though I ould be far from ſubjecting country 
gentlemen to exciſe laws, yet I think it very un- 
reaſonable, that their conſumption of beer ſhould 
pay no tax whatever. Taxes ſhould be laid on 
thoſe members of the community who are beſt 
able to bear them; and of courſe, that they ſhould 
plead a total exemption is monſtrouſly unjuſt, If 
_ gentlemen will brew their own beer, there can be 
no inconvenience (except a higher price for their 
malt) from a malt tax. There is ſuch a duty in 
England and no ill enſues, becauſe by the act 


which induces the tax, a compoſition may be made 
for it, and ſo it might be here. 


I ſhould now proceed directly to point out what 
I conceive to be the diſeaſe, and the remedy in the 
diſtillation of ſpirits, but that I would firſt remove 
every objection which may lie in the way to it. 


Speaking of the barbarous ſcenes of intoxication, 
occaſioned by the cheapnels of fmuggled whiſkey, I 
obſerved, that * if the revenue were under found | 
regulations, the price of ſpirits for the home 
conſumption might be put beyond the reach of 
exceſs among the poor.” And then I added 
tet ſpirits be but exported at a low rate, no matter how 
high they are vended at home. 


But 


| 
| 


do, it is 
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But what does our obſerver do on this occaſion ? 
He makes me ſay, © at a low rate of duty,” and 
then = wt fa refers me to the acts of 1780 
and 1782; whereas I do not ſo much as name the 
word wy for five paragraphs after, and when 1 

r a very different purpoſe than that of 
exportation, it is t diſcourage — It did 
not lie upon me to give extracts from acts of 
parliament, in a E let which aimed at eſtabliſh- 
ing principles, My ſtrictures were upon the ſpirit, 
not the letter of the law. 


Yet ſo happy is he in this conceit, of impoſing 
on his reader, that I recommended a low duty for 
the ſake of exportation, that he lugs in the poor 
newſpapers as acceſlaries in my guilt. It would, 
to be ſure, be rather hardy to offer reſponſibility 
for what a newſpaper eſſayiſt will ſay, yet perſuaded 
I am, that even the newſpapers do not ſay what 
he makes them ſay (pag. 45) via.“ that ſpirits 
2 be now exported without paying a hugh duty.” 

ne writer did indeed talk of affixing a ſmall 
duty per gallon. for exportation,” but another, ſo 
early as Auguſt laſt, takes care to point out what is 
amiſs, in the following words:“ Before I ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf I muſt take leave to obſerve to 
Agricola, a circumſtance which ſeems to have 
eſcaped him, when he talks of xi a ſmall duty 
per gallon for exportation. The act of 780 does do 
this and more, for it DRAWS BACK ALL DUTY 
WHATEVER, But, on the other hand, let it be 
aſked, what effect can it produce to hold out an 
oſtenſible encouragement for exportation, when, at 
the ſame time, every means are uſed to diſcourage 
the manufacture of the commodity, by laying the 
manufacturer under ſuch pains and penalties as 
amount to an extirpation of legal Stills? And let 
it be obſerved, that legal Stills alone can cauſe an 

export, 
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, for their produce alone can have permits. 
So that though the preſent exciſe laws cannot (for 
the thing is impracticable over half the kingdom 
and more) ſuppreſs the clandeftine ſtills, yet they 
effectually prohibit exportation, and their holding 
out an encouragement of a drawback is mere 
mockery in words *. Upon the whole: the ſeverities 
upon the legal dittillers are in effect bounties given 
to the clandeſtine diſtillers, and are the prime 
_—_ of all that drunkenneſs fo juſtly nod mee” 


Now theſe remarks were fo very pertinent, that 
the Ob/erver might have ſaved himſelf the trouble of 
imploring the Public not to be deceived by the 
mean arts of inflammatory newſpapers. If one 
eſſayiſt errs, another corrects the error; if one did 
not read the acts of 1780 and 1782 another did. 
But the groſs miſrepreſentation of this whole affair 
J will not impute to a right honourable writer; I 
muſt conſider it as the controverſial craft of ſome 
bungling aſſiſtant, whoſe poverty or avarice (that 
poverty of ſoul) conſents to write any thing, upon 
2 ſubject, like a ſneaking ſcrivener, for ſo much a 

cet. | 


By the bye: I dont think that all the newſpapers 
that ever were printed have done half as much mit- 
chief, as a ſingle clauſe in a ſingle act of parliament. 
Folly and corruption only are in alliance againſt the 
liberty of the preſs. When Henry was ſcourged 
at the tomb of Becket, when John reſigned his 
crown, when crouching emperors and vaſal kings 
held the ſtirrups of uſurping pontiffs, there was not 
a newſpaper in the univerſe. The preſs does often 
babble and falſify, but in the long run it 9 

bo 


See the Appendix. 
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both ſenſe and truth. It is an old remark, that 
there never was a book ſo bad that ſome 
might not be extracted from it. The Obſervations 
on the Letter to the Duke of Portland lies 
ſome facts, which I now uſe as ſo many data; 
and however this publication may be decried b 
the officers of the revenue (and I expect that it wi 
be even more ſo by the diſtillers) I have a gleam of 
hope, that it will ſhed ſo much light upon the ſub- 
ect of inland exciſe, (which has been hitherto in- 
volved in clouds of thick darkneſs) as will give the 
_— another view of it than they have hitherto 
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Wherefore, as there can be little uſe and no 
credit in a farther detection of forged imputations, 
I ſhall no longer follow this ignis fatuus through 
ſuch putrid fens as it might lead me; I ſhall take 
leave to aſk the commiſſioner, how he comes to be 
thus all at once convinced of the great diſadvan- 
tages under which the diſtillation of ſpirits now 
labours, and which he confeſſes (pag. 1) do amount 
to a diſorder, The information cannot come from 
the inferior officers, for their returns ſhew, that the 
inland exciſe is nearly doubled fince 1779, which 
he boaſts as the only ſymptom of a ſound ſtate. 
Beſides, they would not complain, for the more 
diſeaſes the better for them; they are like the 
Doctor, in the comedy, whoſe patient, he ſaid, 
Was in a fine ſlow fever, and he was reſolved to 
keep it up. The information cannot come from the 
diſtillers, for nothing that they ſay or ſwear will be 
believed, whilſt the oath of the vileſt _— in 
office is ſufficient evidence againſt the reſt of 105 

World. 
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world v. And as to the country gentlemen, their 
intelligence would be ſuſpicious, as they are accuſed 
(pag. 64) © ff m—_— private Stills, of not 
conſulting their own reaſon, and of taking for 
nted the aſſertions of fooliſb and intereſted per- 


ns.” 


However, let the information come from whence 
it may, the diſorder is, on all hands, admitted to 
exiſt. I had complained that fraud was inter- 
woven in the very ſtamina of the exciſe code; and 
it is the drift of my Obſerver to ſubſtantiate the 
charge againſt the diſtillers ; and I agree with him 
that they are corrupt indeed, as much ſo, I pre- 
ſame, as any ſet of men in the kingdom, except 
the revenue officers. But the corruption, though 
mutual, 1s certainly more hackneyed in the ex- 
ciſeman, than in the diſtillers. Yet we never hear 
of official corruption, except very gently indeed, 
and in the form of an objection by the diſtillers. 
Strange ! that he will ſhut his eyes againſt that 
light which flaſhes conviction on every unprejudiced 
mind; for whilſt he is fo elaborate in proving, 
what nobody will deny, the fraudulence of diſtillers, 
he is, by that very thing, eſtabliſhing the diſhoneſty 
of exciſemen. | 


If exciſemen were honeſt and intelligent, diſ- 
tillers could ſcarcely be fraudulent ; but whilſt 
things are as they are, and whilſt men are made of 
fleſh and blood, we ſhall in vain look for that 

| height 


The clauſe of the revenue act, which leaves all to the 
th of a revenue officer, would not be endured in a country 
tong accuſtomed to freedom. But we are new to that 


bleſling. Habits remain after the laws which induced tl. c 
„tr no more. 
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height of virtue in either officer or diſtiller, which, 
after all, is not the attribute of more exalted ſtations. 
However, as any thing like ſpeculation is an un- 
ſavory morſel to ſome comprehenſions, I refer them 
to the Appendix, where I ſubjoin certain affidavits, 
which go to prove, that in thoſe countries where 
they were made, the douceurs to officers, at leaſt, 
equal the duties paid by the diftillers. And from 
the quantity which the Stills in each diſtrict work, 
as exhibited pag. 59, of the Ober vations, it is evi- 
dent, that twenty-\mx out of the thirty - ſix diſtricts 
in the kingdom are in this predicament; and there 
is every preſumptive argument that half the re- 
mainder are fo too.. 


Theſe affidavits alſo ſhew, that fines and for- 
feitures are very frequent and very confiderable ; 
for one mode of bribing the inferior officer is, hy 
throwing a concealment in his way, of 
which goes to the finder and the other to 
(if not ſtopped in its paſſage) by which 
officer eſcapes the treachery of the diſtiller, enriche 
himſelf, and ſecures the reputation of _ 
with his ſuperiors. | | 


It is alſo to be obſerved of them, that they are 
made by men of the moſt reputable characters in 
their line“, as can be vouched by their ſeveral re- 
preſentatives in parliament ; and if their purpoſe 
was not decided, never more to reſume the buſi- 
neſs, under the preſent regulations, they would be 
among the laſt to make them, becauſe they —— 

ipſo 


As the breach of a cuſtom-houſe oath is ſcarcely 
reckoned perjury, fo the practice of making concealments 
does not ſtain the character of diſtillers. What ſhocking 
regulations then muſt they be, which reduce fraud and 


perjury to ſyſtem ! 
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pſo facto obnoxious to all the malignity and revenge 
w/e exaſperated officers. Beſides, I have con- 
verſed with many others, who, from a falſe ſhame 
in criminating themſelves, would make no formal 
affidavit, at the very time that they virtually ſwore 
to habits of corruption, far ſurpaſſing what is ſet 
forth by affidavit. For inſtance: if an exciſe officer 

raiſes a diſtiller's horſe, or cow, ſtall-fed bullock or 
— it muſt be ſent to him, or woe betide 
the omiſſion. If an exciſe offioer has a foundered 
horſe, he muſt be raffled for, and is always returned 
by the winner. If the diſtiller gets the hint, he 
muſt buy at ten times the value, the officers uſeleſs 
horſe, or calf, or lamb, or ſuckling pig. There 
are a hundred other devices which it would be 
needleſs to enumerate. So that even double (which 
was all I originally aſſerted) the falary in per- 
quiſites could not ſupply thoſe means on which the 
inferior officers live. The moſt wealthy diſtiller 
would ſoon be a bankrupt if he imitated his gaugers 
Kyle of living in a country town. 


Here then is the immediate ſource of the diſeaſe ! 
It muſt be an invidious taſk to point it out, and it 
is with unſpeakable reluctance I am compelled to 
touch upon it; I ſay compelled, for it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to the eftabliſhmeat of my ſyſtem. Can- 
dour muſt acknowledge, that I am not of a party in 
this affair. If I am an advocate, I am not one for 
the diſtillers as ſuch ; I plead the cauſe of the crown 
and of the people at large. Amicus Plato, amicus 
Socrates, ſed magis amicus veritas. | 


And I am not without hopes that, after all 
J have ſaid and will ſay _ this ſubject, 1 
ſhall eſcape the animoſtty of gentlemen againſt 


whom I have no perſonality ; my ſtrictures being 
| pointed 


r 


30 A REMEDY FOR 

pointed againſt the officer not againſt the man; I 
arraign the law not the officer. Placed as exciſe- 
men are with reſpect to diſtillers, mutual tempta- 
tions muſt produce mutual ' frauds : this I conſider 
as a fact, and am therefore obliged to eſtabliſh it 
in proof of my original aſſertion, © that fraud is 
interwoven in the very ſtamina of the exciſe code,” 


The diſadvantages then under which the diſtilla- 
tion of ſpirits in this kingdom labours, are either 
not well underſtood, or not fully pointed out, by 
the right honourable Obſerver. The diſeaſe is not 
ſimply the fraud of the private diſtiller, who pays no 
duty at all, and of the licenſed diftiller who pays as 
little as he can ;—it is complicated with the colluſion 


of the officers, from whence it originates, and 


without which it could ſcarcely exiſt. What does 
it avail to ſay, © that it is the licenſed fraudulent 
diſtillers from whom the great miſchief ariſes, and 
that if they ſhould declare off, as diſtillers, and 
retire with their apparatus to the mountains and 
bogs, and carry on a trade without paying any 
duty at all, that it would not be attended with any 
very bad effect to the Public.” Does this opinion 
of yours (even if it were well founded) prove any 
thing, in the preſent queſtion, but what I have 
originally aſſerted, and what I am now eſtabliſhing ? 


It does not ſuffice, to promiſe that you will point 
out a remedy, when afterwards you produce nothing 
more explicit than that ſyſtem, which, you ſay, 
was adopted for making all diſtillers pay the duties 
Which exiſt, and which is contained in the ſo-much 
abuſed laws of 1780 and 1782. We complain of 
the whole ſyſtem- you admit that it has hitherto 
failed in its intention, the ſtopping the inroads of 


fraud—and yet you only tell us, that _— 
lend“ 


* Obſervations, Cc. pag. 53. 
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tends to bring up the price of home-made ſpirits to a 
fair and proper flandard, ought to be highly encouraged, 
as being the only adequate remedy for the evils pointed 
out. This is ſtrange indefinite language for an 
official writer who talks of ſpecific plans. 


But if the exciſe code be, as you ſay, the con- 
ſummation of the wiſdom of ages, pray why does 
one diſtrict pay in proportion to another, at 17; 
to . And if the enforcement of theſe abuſed laus 
of 1780 and 1782 be the only remedy, pray why 
ſuch a craſh among the exciſe officers in your 
northern tour ? and why ſuch management to fet the 
filent Stills at work again ? In particular let me aſk, 
has not the 36th ſection of the laſt act been virtually 
diſpenſed with? To give diſpenſations in favour of 
the country diſtillers is a new thing indeed, but the 
habit is old in favour of thoſe who inhabit the 
metropolis, However, the revenue was to be kept 
up if poſſible : ſi ſuperos nequeunt, acheronta movebunt. 
A fall in the next half year, equal to that in the 
laſt, would be a fuller anſwer to the Obſervations, &c. 
than any thing that could be advanced by the 
author of the Letter to the Duke of Portland, 


But you ſay, pag. 60, © the contents of the 
licenfed Stills of this kingdom, at this day, are 
295,127 gallons, which is equal to 29,512 private 
ten-gallon Stills, and would, if they worked frau- 
dulently but twice in the year, do more miſchief 
than all the private Stills in the kingdom could do 
in the whole year.” This, however, can only be 
matter of opinion : for though you have the preciſe 
number of galtons in the licenſed Stills, the cuſtom- 
houſe affords you no document for the private ones. 
There your only ſource of knowledge fails. And 
pray do you really think that private diſtillers work 
only with Stills from ten to fifty gallons each ? If 

von 
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you do, you are deceived here as elſewhere ; and 
as you have given me ſome uſeful hints in your 
pamphlet, I will tell you what has deceived you. 
You have only ſeen or heard of ſuch Stills having 
been ſeized, and brought to the ſeveral collectors to 
intitle the informer, officer, &c. to their ſeveral 
bounties; but you have heard but little, and ſeen 
leſs, of thoſe large Stills which work privately, and 
either are not ſeized, or if they be ſeized, are fold 
by the exciſe officer to the beſt bidder, who con- 
ſents to become his tributary *. 


But if the miſchief done by the private diſtiller 
be ſo inconſiderable, how comes it that, notwith- 
ſanding there have been ſo few country diſtillers 
under licence for the laſt half year, the price of 
whiſkey is ſo little advanced, above the increaſed 
price of grain ?—And how can your general pro- 
poſition be true, that the private diftiller muſt keep 
down the price of land, by keepins down the price of 
corn, Sc. and if fo inconſiderable (as you ſay) that 
all the now fraudulent diſtillers might commence 
privateers without any very bad ofa to the Public, 
whence cometh the neceſſity of ſuch expence in 
Still-hunting? And if fo inconſiderable, why ſhall 
the remedy for it be not only the aſſiſtance of the 
laws in being, but moreover the aid of the country 
_ gentlemen ? Your Obſervations, &c. is the firſt place 

I ever heard it infinuated, that the country gentle- 
men did not give their aid to the exciſe officers, as 
far as the law directed. And as the exciſe officer 
can call out the military at any time, I don't ſee 
that the aid of any gentleman, except the petty con- 
fable, is ſo very neceſſary, unleſs it be expected 
that the gentlemen ſhould turn either informers or 
pioneers. But, granting that they are not ſo ſan- 
guine, as ſome inferior officers may repreſent oy 

bes 


See Appendix, 
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does not this very want of alacrity furniſh a pre- 
ſumptive argument, that there is fomething not 
right in the regulation? Can that be a wite law, 
which, in almoſt every caſe, demands the inforce- 
ment of its precepts by its fevereſt ſanctions; and 
which, in its ordinary progreſs, calls for the interpo- 
ſition of the magiſtrate, and the affiſtance of the 
dragoon ? Every good law will, in the long run, 
execute itſelf by its own officers ; though there may 
be extraordinary caſes which may require extraor- 
dinary remedies. But if any domeſtic arrangement, 
not only at firſt but always, not only in one ſpot but 
almoſt every where, needs a ſtandiug military force, 
that very thing is a ſufficient argument againſt the 
inſtitution. It is not a regulation, it is a downright 
grievance. For how can any man of liberal feelings 
ſuppreſs his indignation, at ſeeing the tranquillity of 
4 peaceful neighbourhood fo frequently interrupted 
by the marchings and counter-marchings of cavalry 
and infantry, headed by that reputable peace 
officer a petty conſtable, and goaded on by the 
avarice or reſentment of an exciſeman ; who, after 
all, has received his yearly tribute, and now comes 
with all this military parade to feize, according to 
appointment, a burnt-out Still, no longer able to 
work, but ſufficient to obtain no leſs than three 
bounties from the crown, and to himſelf the repu- 
tation of an excellent officer, 


The Obſervations (pag. 67) complain that the 
legiſlature has not been able, by the encouragement 
which they have given to great Stills, to perſuade 
men with capitals to erect them, and go into 
the buſineſs.” Now, if there was not a ray of 
ſpeculation to enlighten the minds of thofe gentle- 
men, who propoſe revenue regulations, might not 
this very inabiliiy ſhew them, that there is ſome 

radical 
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radical error in their ſchemes? might it not con- 
vince them, that there is ſomething more diſcourag- 
ing in their penalties than encouraging in their 
bounties ? Should it not teach them to lay the 
blame at ſome other door than that of the country 
gentlemen ? But repeated experience, while it 
makes them confeſs the inefficacy of their laws, 
ſerves only to harden them in obſtinacy to purſue, 
not alter, their fruitleſs meaſures. | 


And is the proſpect of an Iriſh diſtillery ſuch a 
pleaſing ſight as to tempt men of property into the 
buſineſs? Would any man who has not been inured 
to ſuch a naſty trade, from his cradle, ever think of 
taking it up at all? And who, that is even bred to 
it, would continue in it, if he could get out of it; 
when he ſees his property at the mercy of rapacious 
exciſemen, like a hen and chickens crouching under 


the ſouſe of a kite? * 


If the natural progreſs of enrichment by trade is 
marked, it will be ſeen that men embark in ſmall 
bottoms; and extend themſelves in proportion to 
their acquirements, A large ſnow-ball is not made 
without rolling. A large fortune is made by 
gradual accumulation. So that large Stills, all at 
once, even under reaſonable laws, is a hifteron and 
proteron in fact. 


The firſt commiſſioner thinks he has done a fine 
thing, when he tells the Houſe of Commons, that 
two or three Stills in England pay as much duty as 
all the Stills in Ireland ? And I can tell him that it 
may be with Ireland as with England in future 
times. But thoſe times muſt be far off, as long as 
ſo many unreaſonable ſtatutes remain in force. 
The preſent ſolicitor of the revenue may, upon, 

2 this 


* Sec the Appendix. 
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this head, be allowed of ſome authority, (as he has 
laboured with indefatigable induſtry to arrange and 
methodize thoſe ſtatutes) and he, after all, pro- 
nounces upon them, * that they form, at this day, 
an abſolute maſs of contradiction, confuſion, and per- 
plexity.” And no wonder that it ſhould be fo, when, 
as he tells us in another place, there is not a ſeſſion 
of parliament in which there are not as many new acts, 
or clauſes for acts propoſed, as there are under- officers 


who wiſh to have as little trouble as poſſible.” 
THE REMEDY. 


Since then the diſtillation of ſpirits in this king- 
dom, ex confeſſo, labours under ſuch diſadvantages 
as amount to à diſeaſe , when, at the ſame time, 
this diſeaſe is attributed ſolely to the diſhoneſty of 
the diſtillers; when, in an official pamphlet, pro- 
feſſedly written for the purpoſe of pointing out a 
remedy, we find no remedy propoſed, but the 
execution of the laws now in being ;—when we 
have ſeen, that if officers were honeſt and intelli- 
gent, diſtillers could not defraud the revenue ;— 
when it is admitted, that every remedy ' hitherto 
applied has proved ineffectual to cure the diſorder 
of diſhoneſty ;—when, we hear, that the law ( 
much abuſed on one fide, and fo much applauded 
on the other) is now actually diſpenſed with, in 
order to prevail on the country diſtillers to reſume 
their buſineſs ;—when, I ſay, we have all theſe 
premiſes before us, may we not draw theſe legiti- 
mate concluſions ? —that the diteaſe is not halt 
pointed out—that the remedy propoſed is the cauſe, 
not the cure of the diſeaſe; which originates in the 
exciſe code, enacted at ſo many different times, 
with ſuch partial views, and for ſuch contradictory 


purpoſes. 
D 2 To 
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To contend ſo vehemently for laws which are, 
Jon all ſides, allowed not to have anſwered their 
intention, and which are now diſpenſed with, 
becauſe they cannot be executed, brings to my 
recollection a machine, (I have ſomewhere either 
ſeen or heard of) which was defigned for ex- 
hibiting the perpetual motion. It had, it ſeems, 
but one fault, and that was, that it could not be 
ſet in motion at all; yet the poor ſoul, who framed 
it, took it to his death with him, that if it were once 
ſet a-going, it would go on to eternity. 


Wherefore, as we have diſtinctly deſcribed the 
diſeaſe, and traced it to its ſource, let us ſee whether 
we can diſcover a probable remedy. The great 
difficulty, in this caſe, will be to break off the 
fetters of prejudice, riveted by inveterate habits of 
ſyſtemauc corruption. A chronical diſeaſe cannot 
be removed all at once; a ſound regimen and 
wholeſome diet muſt be long applied to correct 
thoſe peccant humours which have infected the 
blood, and well nigh vitiated the whole maſs. 


In my Letter to the Duke of Portland I ſubmitted 
a propoſal of an annual compoſition according 10 
the fold contents of the Still. But this I am now 
told, pag. 19, © is too general, and lays down no 
ſpecific plan; for, that it is not as eaſy as I think, 
to know how many times in the week or year a 
Still can work, and to apportion the duty in a ratio 
compounded of the times and contents.” 


I moſt cordially meet the Obſervation, pag. 21, 
that © the ſcience of diſtillation is not perfectly 
known as yet, even by the perſons who carry it on, 
there are very few officers who know any thing of the 
matter, what knowledge there is upon the fubject 

18 
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is in the hands of a few.” But, at the ſame time, 
I deny that it is hard to be known, how often a Still 
of any dimenſion can work in a given time, Every, 
the meaneſt, diſtiller knows it as to the Still he 
works with himſelf: and though I grant that diſtillers 
might not be candid enough to agree on the 
ſubject, there are other chemiſts beſides diſtillers. 
I am told that the Obſerver has now got a Still, 
and that he intends making experiments when he 
returns from his northern tour. I wiſh he had 
made ſome experiments, in this way, before he 
made his experiments in legiflation : for he tells 
us expreſsly, pag. 79, that the eſſential part of 
the act of 1780 was made by way of experiment only, 
Now the act of 1780 produced near as much duty 
from the country diſtillers in a month as had for- 
merly been paid in a year. The two hundred 
gallon Still ſeldom paid more duty than 20l. yearly 
before 1780, and then it muſt pay 15/. at leaſt 
monthly. By the act of 1780, the ſtatuteable Still 
was obliged to pay but for four doublings a month, 
but by the act of 1782 it is obliged to pay for 
eight in the ſame ſpace of time. And the caſe 
of Mr. Doran, of Francis-Street, was the light 
which led to the act of 1782. Of which anon. 


But you imagine, pag. 19, that “ eaſy as I think 
it; viz. how often in a year a Still can be worked, 
that the information is difficult to be attained.” 
And pray where can the difficulty be ? Does not 
knowledge of this fort float upon the very ſurface 
of obſervation ? One week of experiments, with a 
Still of each dimenſion, would have explored the 
myſtery, and if one week had not done, another 
and another might have been tried, till the proceſs 
had been aſcertained. And is it not a ſhame, that 
the conductors of a national revenue, and the 


propolers 
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propoſers of its laws ſhould, at this time of day 
profeſs, that they inſert clauſes by way of experiment, 
and commit the nation upon the precarious returns 
of a ſingle diſtiller > What! is it becauſe © you 
have an exact account of the fize of every Still in the 
kingdom, and the duty paid by each,” that you plume 
yourſelf pag. 60, with a hope that it 15 ſuſſciewly 
manifeſt, that there are ſome men who endeavour ta 
make themſelves maſters of the ſtate of the diſtillery, 
as well in the country as the great towns. Believe 
me, Sir, for once, that your very Still will tell 
you, that knowledge is not neceſſarily annexed to 
office; and every body knows, that neither brag- 
gardly detail nor cuſtom-houſe entries confer legi- 
flative abilities. 


But it does not lie upon me to be more ſpecific 
in aſcertaining the number of times a Still can 
work in the year, than the commiſſioners them- 
ſelves have been. In the year 1780 they gueſſed, 
that a Still of two hundred gallons ſhould pay duty 
for four doublings in a month. In the year 1782 
they find out that it may pay for eight. I do not 
now enquire whether either of theſe numbers be at 
all fit, but what J contend for is, that a compoſirion 
fairly adjuſted, is the moſt advantageous mode 
of regulating the exciſe duty, that I have yet 
heard of. As long as the preſent mode ſubſiſts, 
the revenue never can riſe, in any degree propor- 
tioned to the conſumption of the kingdom,—the 
people will always be debauched by a ſmuggled, 
and therefore cheap, liquor—and the quality of the 
ſpirits mutt be debaſed by preternatural accelerations 
excited by drugs and other ingredients, poiſonous 
both to man and beaſt *, Whereas, the ſpirit, ex- 

tracted 


* The very grains are rendered noxious to cattle, 
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tracted from barley, might, under a regular pro- 
ceſs, be made ſuperior, in every good quality, to 
any imported ſpirit; as could be eafily ſhewn, if 
this were a place for it. However, 1 am acquitted 
of ſingularity in approving of this mode; for it is 
faid, (pag. 18) © that this ſcheme has been for 
ſome time a favourite one, with many gentlemen,” 
and (at pag. 31) it is allowed to be not altogether 
impracticable. Whether compoſition would or 
would not facilitate the mode of collection, muſt 
depend upon the nature of the plan of compoſition, 
and until that plan be exactly ſtated and laid down, 
it is in vain to argue this . &c” Now had 
the writer ſeen the vanity of arguing on this ſubject 
early enough, it might have ſaved him the thirteen 
intermediate pages of arguments againſt the ſcheme, 
particularly it might have ſaved him the following 
acute and lively oblervation upon annual compoſition, 

g. 24. This contract muſt be made with the 
diſtiller for ſome certain limited time, either for a 
year, a quarter, a month, or a week.” It might alſo 
have ſaved him the trouble of the following queſtion, 
(pag. 22) : But I beg leave to aſk when theſe 
officers are laid down, what is there to prevent 
private diſtilling in every part of the country, if a 
diſtiller compounds for his till of two hundred 
gallon ſize, and is not to be viſited by officers, what 
is to prevent his having private Stills to any amount? 
And as when the ſpirits diſtilled in ſuch private Stills 
are once conveyed to his ſtores, they are out of all 
poſſibility of danger, this ſcheme would effectually 
protect all privately diſtilled fpirits, which could be 
conveyed to any compounder's ſtores.” 


I really ſhould not have underſtood this rhapſody, 
had not the preceding paragraph ſomewhat ex- 
plained the jargon of laing down officers. * One 

3 
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of the advantages propoſed in the pamphlet (i. e. 
the Letter t9 the Duke of Portland) by this ſcheme 
is, that it would lower the expence of collection, 
that is, as there would be no uſe for the officers of the 
diſtillery, they would be laid aſide. But, in the name 
of common ſenſe and common honeſty, what could 
provoke a right honourable writer to impute ſuch 
words and ſuch ſentiments to my pamphlet, in 
which there is not a ſentence which can, even by 
implication, bear ſuch a conſtruction. So far am I 
from removing diſtilleries from the controul of 
exciſe officers, that my grand object is to have 
them coerced into fair dealing. I wiſh that officers 
were raiſed above thoſe temptations which are now 
thrown in their way, and which men, made of ſuch 
ſtuff as they generally are, cannot reſiſt. I am for 
aiming at no unattainable perfection. I am for 
conſidering things as they are. I did ſay in my 
Pamphlet, and I repeat it, that men are not angels, 
but that the laws, which conſider them as devils, 
will meet with a diabolical obedience. But as the 
emoluments of office depend upon the exiſtence, 
the flouriſhing exiftence, of fraud; and as compo- 
fition would certainly curtail thoſe emoluments, it 
ſeemed pretty much the fame thing to the alarmed 
fancy of a revenue officer, as to be ſet aſide. 


But the queſtion will return ;—How is the ex- 

nce of collecting the revenue to be lowered 
without laying down the officers * To which I anſwer, 
by removing the neceſſity of giving rewards, iſt, 
to the informer, 2dly, to the excite officer, and adly, 
to the dragoons aſſiſting at the ſeizure; add to this 
the ſaving of another expence, now incident to the 
collection of the exciſe,” and that is the coſts of ſuit 
in proſecutions and defences of murders, burglaries, 
Illicit ſeizures, faiſe imprifonments, forcible entries, 

an 
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and other enormities; the amount of all which, 
muſt, fram their frequency, be very conſiderable, 
But I leave it to thoſe, who have accels to the 
cuſtom-houſe books, to decide with preciſion ; for 
if I am three half-pence in or over, it will be ſaid. 
that my calculations are not juſt, and that they will 
not follow me through them, 


I muſt, however, in the meantime aſk the com- 
miſhoners, has nat the ſeizure of private Stills laſt 
year colt, in one diſtrict, above 500/. in another 
above 600. and in two others near 1700). : fo that 
over the whole kingdom it muſt amount to ſeveral 
thouſands; and may not all theſe charges be rated 
among the expences of collecting the revenue? 


The gentleman then might have ſaved himſelf 
the labour of writing down the many evil conſe- 
quences of withdrawing the diſtilleries from under 
the controul of exciſe officers; for it does not con- 
tent him to argue, as if my ſcheme was only to di- 
miniſh the number of them, but to ſet them wholly 
alide. But all this I excuſe as the mere ebullition 
of a creative fancy. 


The legal incomes of exciſe-men are not ſo con- 
ſiderable as to create even a minute's deliberation. 
They are loſt in the magnitude of the preſent queſ- 
tion. But their perquiſites are ſo monſtrous as to 
ſolicit national attention. In my original Letter I 
tated them at but double their (alaries ; now I am 
perſuaded that they are, at leaſt, four times that 
tum; and l doubt not, that before I finiſh this 
Letter, the bulk of my readers will be of the ſame 
opinion. However, fo far was | from withdrawing 
ciltillers from juſt controul, that my object is, to 
make every one of them amenable to the laws of 

his 
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his country, I would fain extirpate every root of 
privacy and fraud in the diſtillation of ſpirits; not 
by dragoons, fines, forfeitures, bloodſhed, battery, 
murder, - burglary, bribes, perjury, lawſuits, idle- 
neſs, drunkenneſs, nakedneſs, theft and beggary, 
but by the natural operation of wiſe regulations, 
reſulting from the circumſtances of our country 
and generating oppoſite effects. . é 


What does it avail then to produce the caſe of 
a compounder, Who obtained permits for more 
than (it was ſuppoſed) he could work with a ſingle 
Still? This only proves official ignorance, but 
makes nothing againſt the ſcheme of compoſition ; 
for the officers are not to be laid down, . and there is to 
remain a controul upon the private trade, contrary to 
what is alledged, pag. 30, of the Obſervations. 
Such an argument can only deceive the moſt un- 
diſcerning and unſuſpecting reader, who having, 
probably, never read my letter, took for granted 
what was obtruded upon him in the anſwer to it, 
But to obviate every cavil:—ſo far am I from 
diſcontinuing a ſufficient number of officers, that I 
am for adding a new reſtraint upon diſtillers; I am 
for inveſting every licenſed diſtiller with the ſame 
powers which gaugers now poſſeſs of ſeizing illicit Stills. 
And this is the completion of my general plan.” 


This laſt idea, I own, did not firike me when I 
firſt wrote on this ſubject. My ſcheme for ſup- 
preſſing illicit Stills, then was, to lower the rate of 
duty; it being a principle univerſally acknow- 
tedged, that every obſtacle thrown in the way of 
the fair trader, operates as a bounty on ſmuggling. 
But as it would be deſireable to prevent drunken- 
neſs, &c. among our working people, I ſaid it 


Was no matter how high it was fold by retail, pro- 
| vided 
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yided that they did not get drunk with foreign 
ſpirits : for a due medium is to be obſerved ; but 
if drunkenneſs is to be the lot of this country, I 
did prefer Iriſh whiſkey to Indian rum or French 
brandy... And thus ſtood my argument in my 
Letter to the Duke of Portland, and I thought it 
was ſo worded, that it could not be eaſily miſrepre- 


ſented. 


However, as the ſmuggling practices of diſtillers, 
whether licenced or unlicenſed, may, if a compo- 
ſition takes place, be ſtopped effectually by that 
additional check, which I have juſt now ſuggeſted, 
have no objection to any rate of duty, how high 
ſoever, which can at once effect theſe two deſireable 
. purpoſes: iſt, the non-importation of foreign ſpirits, 
and 2dly, ſobriety among aur people. 


As to the firſt of theſe, our Ob/erver ſays : © Tt 
is clear that neithec brandy, nor geneva (nor even 
rum, which is cheaper than either) can contend in 
price, in this market, with whiſkey.” I don't know 
what he means by contending in price, but this I 
know, that his own brewery pamphlet ſhews that, 
according to the cuſtom-houſe books, the con- 
tumption of rum was near a third more in this 
market, than the conſumption of whiſkey, and of 
the three foreign ſpirits together conſiderably more 
than double. Now, if this be not interfegence | 
know not what is. But, ſays he, (pag. 16) „if 
foreign ſpirits ſhould interfere with our diſtillery, the 
remedy is eaſy, a further additional duty on all 
imported ſpirits will at once put an end to all 
poſlibility of ſuch interference.“ 


What omnipotence does this revenue legiſlator 
attribute to an act of parliament, without once re- 
ti:-<ting that tranſgreſſion is the firſt effect of un- 

reaſonable 
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reafonable laws ; and that, of courſe, this additional 
duty would only add to the number of ſmugglers 
in rum, brandy, and geneva ; a ſpecies of ſmug- 

ing ſtill more ruinous than that of whiſkey, 
So that all his official tablets on the prime coſt, 
preſent duty, and current price of rum, tumble 


down at the touch, like a caſtle of cards built by a 
child. * 


It ſhould be no objection to compoſition, that 
the diſtillers conceive that it would be for their 
intereſt ; for no law can be uſeful to the crown, 
which is not for the benefit of the ſubject. But, 
fays the Obſerver, they would not approve of it if 
they did not hope to find advantage in the bargain, 
This, however, is not peculiar to them: all men 
and bodies of men are influenced by motives of ſelf- 
mtereſt, No reaſon can be aſſigned why a diſtiller 
ſhould be made the ſcape-goat of the community, 
more than a tanner or a ſugar- baker: on the con- 
trary, there is every reaſon why they ſhould be 
allowed to thrive and profper as well as any other 
tradeſmen. Laws therefore ſhould be deviſed for 
their intereſt, becaute theirs is a public intereſt. 
Diltillers ſhould be conſidered not as enemies but 
as ſubjects; and if their frauds be conſtrued into 
hoftilities, they will anſwer, that © the ſtate is not 
their friend, nor the ſtate's law.” 


It is ſaid (pag. 18) © that the ſcheme of compo- 
ſition was deviſed by the diſtillers,” and firſt pub- 
| licly 


| 


If then (ſays the Obſerver, pag. 15) the price of rum, 
which is the 6heapeſt of all imported ſpirits, is 4s. 64. to 
the importer, there can be no danger trom it to whiſkey 
fold at 3s. 34” Now, if I am rightly informed, this ſtate- 
ment is untair; becauſe the whiſkey is but progf ſpirit, 
whereas the rum is aboye it, even in the proportion of levem 
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licly propoſed about the year 177) (pag. 25); but 
the diſtillers ſay and ſwear *, that ſome years earlier 
(but as to the time it is of no conſequence to fix it) 
the inferior officers of exciſe did propoſe it to them 
as the meaſure of their ſuperiors, to know what ſurf 
each diſtiller would willingly pay, by way of annual 
compoſition, in lieu of his exciſe levied in the 
ordinary manner. And what is moſt worthy notice 
in this tranſaction is, that the diſtillers propoſed, 
generally, to pay above double of their uſual duty, 
and that they would gladly have paid even double 
of what they propoſed, on condition of being 
reſcued from the exaction of the officers and the 
perpetual dread of fines and forfeitures, &c. all 
which is authenticated in the annexed affidavits. 


It muſt be eaſily ſeen, why the inferior officers 
were ſo anxious to perſuade the diſtillers not to 
offer much more than they uſually paid; viz. 
1ſt, leſt it ſhould appear that they had been negli- 
gent in the execution of their office ; and next, as 
compoſition would have cut up their perquiſites by 
the roots. And, from what has been ſaid above, 
(pag. 6) and from the oppoſition now given, it is 
not hard to diſcover, why the ſuperior officers 
wiſhed it might miſcurry at the very inſtant they 
propoſed it. A compoſition was propoſed to the 
diſtillers, merely that the propoſers might be fur- 
niſned with arguments againſt it; as I am per- 
ſuaded, not only from the reaſons aſſigned, but 
others, which (though not communicated under the 
ban of ſecrecy) I ſeruple to diſcloſe. 


But this will be called ſpeculating in the cloſet, 
without any experience on the ſubjeft upm which [ 
write, and withour ſupporting my ſyſtem by matters of 
fact. Now all ſyſtems are theories until they are 

put 
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put in execution: And had my ſcheme under- 
gone any trial, the fact might, indeed, have 
ſpoken either for it or againſt it. But let it be 
no longer ſaid, that I have © not deſcended into 
a detail of the inconveniencies of the preſent 
mode; nor pointed out the advantages which are 
to ariſe from that which I conceive to be better.” 
For have I not ſhewn the inconveniencies. of it 
even from the conceſſions of the writer of the 
Obſervations? Have I not ſhewn it“, by affidavits, 
in the horrible habits of mutual corruption, both of 
officer and diſtiller ? And has it not been ſeen in 
the general ſilence of the Stills throughout the 
kingdom, for the half year preceding the 24th of 
December ? And, above all, has it not been ſeen in 
the pains that have been taken by the propoſers of 
revenue regulations, to prevail on diftillers to re- 
ſume their buſineſs, almoſt upon their own terms, 
in open defiance of that very act of parliament, 
which is prepoſterouſly called the only adequate 
remedy ? And have I not pointed out the advan- 
tages which are to ariſe from my ſyſtem ? Have 
I not ſhewn that the duty of exciſe might be 
doubled, even yet, without partiality and oppreſſion, 
without debaſing the quality of the ſpirit diſtilled, 
and without poiſoning both the bodies and minds 
of the common people by a ſmuggled liquor ? 


It only remains that I & lay down a direct and 
preciſe plan for carrying my ſcheme into execution, 
which it is faid, pag. 31, 1 have in my letter de- 
clined to delineate.” And, really, if I ſhould per- 
fiſt in declining it, T truſt the reader will forgive 
me, as I ſhall leave this matter to the further in- 
veſtigation of parliament. It is an object worthy 
of the moſt mature and deliberate diſcuſſion. The 

ſubjects 
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ſubjects of diſſeniion, upon conſtitutional queſtions, 
which uſed to agitate the body of the houſe and 
inflame the galleries, are now moſt happil / done 
away. National wiſdom, applied to this important 
buſineſs of revenue, will examine minutely official 
documents (from which I am exclnded) and by 
comparing attentively the informations of intc!li- 
gent perſons, from all quarters of the kingdom, 
will kindle ſuch a blaze of light, as my little cloſet 
tinder-box could never ſtrike out. 


I ſhall, however, endeavour to be ſomewhat more 
explicit, and bring it to that point at which every 
man may form an opinion, whether or not a com- 
Poſition for a year, halt a- year, or a quarter, might 
not tend to leſſen the corruption and colluſion of 
thoſe concerned in paying and collecting the duties. 
I have already ſhewn, that if diſtillers paid a duty 
of 20s, yearly for each gallon which their Still 
contains, it would raiſe the exciſe to above double 
of what it was in the year 1782, and it was then 
near double of what it was in 1779. Now I agree 
with the Obſerver, that this rate of compoſition 
is too low; yet he who upbraids me with want of 
experience contracted with one diſtiller for much 
leſs; on the effects of which contract he ſeems to 
lay great ſtreſs, pag. 28. But it only proves, that 
this compounder availed himſelf of official igno- 
rance, by the difference of 250/. and 15184. gs. 2d. 
But even this (and the mighty works done by Mr. 
Doran) had not fully opened his eyes when he 
wrote his laſt pamphlet. For there he ſays, 
pag. 29, © it muſt be apparent to every one, that 
ſuch a quantity of ſpirits could never be produced 
by one Still of three hundred gallons” Now I muſt 
tell him in gratitude, for what he has told me (who 
certainly knew no more of theſe details than him- 
ſelf, when I publiſhed the Letter to the Duke of 

Portland) 
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Portland) that his aſſertion cannot be as apparent, 
as he thinks, to any man who knows any thing of 
the ſcience of diſtillation. For, notwithſtanding, 
the compounder (though not removed from the 
controul of officers) might have either privately 
diſtilled a part or purchaſed it, yet I contend for it, 
that a three hundred gallon Still can diſtil 36.443 
gallons of ſpirits in a year, that being within the 
limits of even four charges a day, Now if this be 
ſo, (as he will be convinced it is, wheti he has ex- 
perimented with his own Still) it is expected that he 
will not again boaſt of being © a man who is of 
neceffity acquainted with the practical as well as 
theoretical parts of the bufineſs of the revenue.“ 
And, it is hoped, that this will not be miſtaken for 
perſonality ; for there is a wide difference between 
ſtrictures on the author and the perſon. When a 
man has given his ſentiments to the Public, it is 
every man's undoubted right to make his obferva- 
tions upon them: It is a right which the Obſerver 
has exerciſed; and he has, without foundation, 
complained of perſonality and groſs miſrepreſentations, 
Yet I give hm the willing praiſe of good intention 
and unwearied diligence in the diſcharge of ati 
office, the regulations of which, have not anſwered 
his expectation, 


Of all the objections brought againſt the mode 
of compoſition, there is but one which deferves 
notice, (except for their futility, as they _— 
turn upon the falſe aſſumption that officers are to be 
laid down) and that I ſhall firſt give at full length, 
and then endeavour to anſwer it. If thus com- 
Poſition was made with a diſtiller for a year, he might, 
paying that year's duty, diſtil night and day, and pro- 
duce as much ſpirits as would ſerve for two or more 
years, if this mode of proceeding ſhould be general in a 
year when corn was cheap, which does net ſeem very 

improbable, 
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improbable, what would become of the revenue of the 
ſubſequent year.” — To which I anſwer: Let the 
compoſition be high enough, and then he would 
not find any advantage in hoarding up ſtores, even 
if he had a capital to do ſo. I grant, that, upon a 
low compoſition, many adventurers would wiſh to 
embark in this buſineſs ; but the overflow of ſpirits 
would ſoon damp enterprize in this reſpect. The 
experience of a few years would bring things to a 
juſt level, and in a right channel. A redundance 
of Stills in one year, would alſo give a redundance 
of duty, ſo that upon an average of years the 
exciſe would not fall. However, let the com- 
polition be ſo adjuſted, that the diſtiller may have 
a ſufficient profit, and no more. The longer 
the time of the compoſition, the leſs danger to be 
apprehended from the colluſive practices of the 
officers, and therefore an annual compoſition ſhould 
be preferred on that account. 


But, on the other hand, a juſt compoſition would 
raiſe the yearly duty ſo high, that very few 
capitals would be equal to it : ſome therefore muſt 
be indulged either in ſmaller Stills, or in a ſhorter 
Time, and a choice given them to compound 
for a year, or for as many months as they ſhall 
find moſt convenient ; and, during the ſtipulated 
time, let them uſe their induſtry to the utmoſt, 
but not without the viſits of officers, who are 
always to attend, as well as their brother diſtillers, 
leſt they ſhould uſe private Stills. This would 
produce quite different effects from the preſent 
mode, whereby, though eight doublings are required 
monthly, yet, as the diſtiller can work three times 
that number, at leaſt, he is to be watched, leſt 
he work more than eight without paying duty : 
Of courſe, he works as much more as he can, and 
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ſatisfies his officer for his connivance. Here then 
is the great inlet to fraud, which a compoſition 
would prevent. For obſerve though it be ſaid, 
pag. 21, that the diſtillers“ now know to-a cer- 
tainty what they are to pay, and that it is out of 
the power of the officer to diſtreſs them, when they 
acc fairly,” yet, by ſect. 17 of 19 and 20 Geo. III. 
* if any diſpute ſhall ariſe between the officer and 
diſtiller, touching the quantity and quality of the 
liquor fo charged, the return made by the officer 
ſhall be terrified by his oath, which ſhall then be @ 
charge on the diſtiller diſputing the fame.” Conſe- 
quently the diſtiller is always at the mercy of the 
officer, and being in that precarious ſtate, he is 
obliged to comply with his demands. Whereas, if 
a compolition were eſtabliſhed for any given period, 
the diſtiller would be ſecure during that period. 


And, in order that the crown be ſecure at all times, 


let the rate of compoſition be jitly adjuſted. 


But, let us ſuppoſe that the diſtiller does know 
what he is to pay, then what will be the conſe- 
quence ? He muſt either work preciſely what the 
law directs, or he muſt work as much as he can. 
If he works in the former way, the Obſerver calcu- 
lates, pag. 77, that the utmoſt extent of profit 
which a ſtatutcable Still would make, if it worked 
every month in the year, is 73“. 45. Od. And 
pray is 731 4s. od. a ſufficient reward for a man's 
induſtry, who has barely ſo much capital as 1s 
ſufficient to ſet his machinery in motion, and who 
is liable to ſuch accidents in trade, and to fines 
and forfeitures from the rapacity of exciſemen ? 
However, ſuppoſe it were a ſufficient annual profit 
for ſo much labour, intereſt of money, caſualties, &c. 
pray how is it certain that ſo much profit will 
accrue ? For it is aſſumed, not proved, that 3 
wi 
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will be 24. a gallon profit. Now I ſhall for once 
enter into detail; but, as I know how precarious 
every calculation is which depends upon the prices 
of goods or their qualities, I ſhall uſe the data which 
the Obſervations afford me, and thoſe only ; except 
the average price of malt, which I do not find 
mentioned any where in the diſtillery pamphlet, 
though the calculation ſhould turn on that hinge. 
But in the brewery pamphlet, pag. 32, et paſſim, it 
is ſtated at 1s. 1d. per — At pag. 66, Obſerv. 
it is ſaid, that “a barrel of malt will produce fix 
gallons of ſpirits”—and at pag. 15, it is faid, “ the 
price of home-made ſpirits in Dublin, upon an 
average, will be found to be about 25. 74.” Now 
a barrel of malt contains twelve ſtone, ſo that a 
gallon of ſpirits requires two ſtone of malt, 25. 24. 
which with the Duty, 1s. 24. makes 3s. 4d. a 
gallon ; independent of the coſts and charges of 
making, ſervants wages, houſe-rent, fire, water, 
utenſils, intereſt of capital, &c. Where then is 
the profit of 3d. a gallon, at 2s. 7d. or even at 
35. 3d.? * 


I muſt remark that I have had ſtatements of this 
very article from various quarters, which placed 
it in a much ſtronger light. But I have rejected 
them all, being perſuaded that any eſtimate, de- 

nding upon qualities and prices, would have but 
ittle weight with the public, unleſs it came from 
the cuſtom-houſe quarter. 


Inſtead then of 73). 4s. od. a year profit, the 
diſtiller muſt be a great loſer, upon the Obſerver's 
own ſtate of facts, by working 2 the full extent of 

| 2 the 


. * Iriſh malt, at this day, is 1s. 44. and Engliſh 1s. 84. 
per ſtone, in the Dublin market; yet whiſkey is not vet 
riſen above 3s. 3d. as Jam told. 
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the law. It follows, of courſe, that as every diſtiller 
can work above three times as much as the law 
directs, his ſubſiſtence depends upon his working 
as much as he can, through the collufion of the exciſe- 
men. I mult then repeat it—is not that a horrible 
- ſyſtem, where mutual fraud is the only mutual 
gain? And that this is the real ſtate of the diſtilleries 
of Ireland, is now, I flatter myſelf, evident, beyond 
even the arreſt of doubt. | 


But it will be argued againſt the mode of com- 
poſition, that there will remain ample room for the 
compoaunder to bribe the officer to connive at his 
private Still or Stills, &c. and I am well aware, 
that human wiſdom cannot provide againſt every 
particular cate, However, it muſt be allowed, 
that the ſpirit of compoſition militates againſt fraud, 
and that the preſent ſyſtem cheriſhes it as her only 
legitimate offspring. But let it be conſidered, that 
when every Diſtiller ſhall be inveſted with the 
power of ſeizing private Stills, as well as the ex- 
ciſe officer, it is hard to conceive that all diſtillers 
ſhall combine with the, officers to favour one of 
their own body more than the reſt. Of courſe each 
diſtiller becomes, in effect, a guarantee for the 
honeſty of his neighbour, 


Again, it will be ſaid, that one diſtiller will not 

detect another, as the very name of an mformer 
is ſo odious in this country. But let it be con- 
fidered, that in this caſe, where all are informers, 
none are ſo; and here each diſtiller is ſo far a 
legalized officer: And officers are not cenſured for 
making detections. Beſides, what makes the li- 
cenſed Diſtillers ſo abhorrent of informers is, be- 
cauſe they do not work fairly themſelves, and 


therefore are in as much danger as the private 
diſtillers. 
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diſtillers. Whereas, if this danger was removed, 
their intereſt would prevail in compelling each 
other to be honeit. Add to this, the diftillers all 
declare that they world uſe this privilege without 
compunction, and they are here to be truſted, 
becauſe it is as much their intereſt to detect, as it is 
that of the officers io cui at, the private tri- 


butaries. 


A fair compoſition would, in due time, effect 
what the commiſſioners have been ſo long labour- 
ing in vain : It would exclude all poor, all idle, 
all little diſtillers, and take in only the wealthy 
and induſtrious. Its operation would be ſecurity ; 
and without ſecurity no man of capital will commit 


his property. . 


After having pointed out (what the Obſerver 
thought impoſlible) that any Still may work, at 
leaſt, four charges in the twenty - four hours, I have 
gone ſo far in determining the rate of compoſitton, 
that if I have been fortunate enough to make 
myſelf underſtood in other reſpects, it would be 
needleſs to ſay more upon the ſubject; and if [ 
have failed in communicating my ideas, I confeſs 
my inability to make them plainer, without detail- 
ing caſes ; which, after all, might not anſwer the 
end, a 
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County 0 2 FALLS of Fallbrook, in 


Tyrone. the county of Tyrone, came be- 
fore me this day and made oath, that he has carried 
on the diſtillery buſineſs for above twenty years 
before the year 1780, in the collection of Armagh 
and diſtrict of Monaghan; that he had always, 
during that time, been accuſtomed to give pre- 
ſents to the exciſe officers, but that of late years 
the uſual perquiſites would not ſatisfy ; that he, 
faid Falls, was told expreſsly by his ſurveyor, 
that he muſt lay in his way a puncheon of pot-ale; 


or a barrel of ſinglings, fo that the fine muſt come 


to ten or twenty pounds; that he, ſaid Falls, there- 
fore, quit the buſineſs of diſtilling, rather than 
ſubmit his property to the ſevere exactions of 


exciſe officers. . 
THOMAS FALLS. 
Sworn before me this 14th 
of October, 1782. 
THOMAS FORESY TH. 


County of Armagh, JOHN SHEEGOG, of Scarvagh 


VIZ, and county of Down, came 


before me this day and made oath, that he carried 
on the diſtilling buſineſs for fifteen years, and that 


ſor the laſt ten of that ſpace he paid in duty to the 
king thirty pounds yearly and upwards; but that 


from his commencement in the buſineſs, it coft 


Him, for a great part of the time, more in preſents 


to the exciſe officers who viſited him, than he paid 
in 
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in duty to the king. That about ſeven or eight 
years ago, he was applied to by the Board, to know 
what duty he would willingly pay, annually, by 
way of compolition, when he propoſed fifty or 
ſixty pounds; but that the exciſe officers bade him 
offer no more than twenty five or thirty pounds, 
adding, that as he had never paid ſuch a fum in 
duty, as he then propoſed, ſuch an ofter would not 
only ruin himſelf, but expoſe them (the exciſe offi- 
cers) to the indignation of the commiſſioners, who 
would highly reſent their not having made him pay 
more, in the courſe of their viſiting him. That he 
quitted the diſtilling buſineſs, becauſe he could nct 
ſatisfy the exactions of exciſe officers, and becauſe 
his property became, every day, more inſecure, as 
the revenue laws became more ſevere. And further, 
that was he to re-commence the diſtilling buſineſs, 
he would rather pay one hundred pounds, yearly, 
by way of compoſition, in duty to the king, than 
fifty pounds while obliged to ſatisfy the rapacity of 


revenue officers. 
JOHN SHEEGOG. 
Sworn before me this 28th Day | 
of November, 1782. 
EDWARD LUCAS. 


County of JAMES LARMAN, of Leaguer near 
Monazhan.\ Clones, in the county of Monaghan, 
came before me this day and voluntarly made 
oath, that he carried on the diſtillery buſineſs for 
forty years, that during that ſpace he always gane 
in caſh and other preſents at leaſt equal to the duty 
he paid, except in one year; that when a propolz' 
was made ſome years ago, as he underitood, from 
the commiſſioners, to know what he was willing to 
pay by way of annual compoſition, that when he (ai 
he was willing to pay above fifty pounds, the 
ſurveyor told him that was too much, let me {et ii 

down 
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ſaid Montgomery knows. 
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down thirty; that he is now obliged to quit the 
buſineſs, as he could no longer endure the ſeverity 
of the laws and the exactions of exciſe officers, 
I JAMES LARMAN. 
Sworn before me this 17th Day 
of October, 1782. 
THOMAS CAMPBELL. 


County of RY BERNARD M*DONALD, 

VIZ. of Temple-tate in the faid 
county, came before me this day and made oath, 
that he carried on the diſtillery buſineſs for about 
ſeven years; that during that ſpace of time he paid 
from fifteen to twenty pounds a year's duty, or 
thereabouts, but that he never paid leſs than twenty 
pounds a- year in preſents to the exciſe officers who 
viſited him; that ſome years he paid near thirty 
pounds a- year in theſe ſame preſents, in linen cloth, 
cattle, pigs, whiſkey, &c. That he quitted ſaid 
buſineſs becauſe his property became inſecure from 
fines and forfeitures, and becauſe it was fo difficult 
to ſoften the ordinary officers who viſited ; that he 
with ten other diſtillers, of his neighbourhood, pro- 
poſed to Alexander Montgomery, Eſq; knight of 
the ſhire, to pay fifty pounds a-year each by way 
of annual compoſition for their duty, in order that 
faid Montgomery might propoſe it to the com- 


miſſioners; and that they were deterred from pro- 


ceeding in this offer by the exciſe officers; all which 


BERNARD M*DONALD. 
Sworn before me this 4th of 
November, 1782. 
THOMAS CAMPBELL. 


County of WILLIAM WARNOCK, of Aghnacloy 
Tyrone. \ in the county of Tyrone, once a diſ- 


tiller in the Armagh diſtrict, came before me this 


day 


FF END E15 57 


day and made oath, that when he was applied to by 
the ſurveyor, to know what ſum he was willing 
to pay in annual compoſition, in lieu of his exciſe 
duty, ſaid Warnock's anſwer was, that he would 
willingly pay fifty pounds; that ſaid ſurveyor diſ- 
ſuaded him from ſo doing, and deſired him to offer 
only twenty, leſt the commiſſioners ſhould think 
that they, the revenue officers, were remiſs in their 
duty, as ſaid Warnock had never paid even twenty. 
Said Warnock further depoſeth that, at that very 
time, he would rather have paid one hundred 
pounds yearly, than be fo harraſſed by the rapacity 
of the ordinary exciſe officers, to whom he always 
paid at leaſt equal to the duty, and yet was never 
ſecure from inſpectors and other officers. Said 
Warnock farther depoſes, that he quit diſtilling in 

the year 1781, not ſo much from the heavinels of 
the duty, but becauſe he would not comply with the 
demands of the ſeveral revenue officers who viſited 
him, and that at the time he quit the buſineſs, he 
had, at leaſt, one thouſand pounds value in dil- 


tillery ſtock of various ſorts. 
WILLIAM WARNOCK. 


Said Warnock further depoſes, that another 
ſurveyor, who ſucceeded faid ſurveyor above men- 
tioned, told him, that he would not be his friend if 
he did not leave two puncheons of pot-ale in his 
way, or ſome ſmall concealment. - That this ſur- 
veyor told ſaid deponent that the collector of the 
Armagh diſtrict had aſſured him, that his predeceſſor 
had made five hundred pounds a-year of his ſurvey, 
but that he would not take things in the ſame way 
his predeceſſor had done, and he hoped people would 
have no objection to his mode; that, however, he 


required thoſe kind of concealments to be repeated 
100 
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too often, and would ſay, you will oblige me to go 


among your ſtores, 5 | 
WILLIAM WARNOCK. 
Voluntarily ſworn before me the * 1 
27th of November, 1782. 
THOMAS FORESYTH. 


County of GEORGE LEY, of Augher in the 
Menaghan, \ county of Tyrone, came this day 


before me and voluntarily made oath, that he 


carried on the diſtilling buſineſs for, at leaſt, eight 
years before the year 1780, in the collection of 
Armagh and diſtrict of Monaghan; that during 
that time he never gave leſs in money and preſents, 
&c. than to the amount of fifteen pounds per 
annum to the ſeveral exciſe officers who viſited 
him; and that he quitted the buſineſs, to his great 
loſs, becauſe he could not ſubmit to the, almoſt 
daily, rapacious demands of thoſe ſeveral exciſe 
officers. That it was well underſtood, that the 
mode of bribing ſome of them was to leave con- 
cealments in their way, in ſuch quantity, that the 
fine ſhould not exceed twenty pounds. 

| GEORGE LEY. 
Sworn before me, this 14th 

Day of October, 1782. 

THOMAS CAMPBELL. 


County of } WILLIAM RICHARDSON, of 
8 Augher in the county of Tyrone, came 
this day before me and voluntarily made oath, that 
he carried on the diſtillery buſineſs, at leaſt, for ten 
years before the year 1780; that, during that ſpace, 
he, to the beſt of his memory, paid from ten to 
eighteen or twenty pounds a- year exciſe duty, but 
that it never coſt him leſs than twenty pounds a-year 
in preſents, &c. to the ſeveral exciſe officers, &c. 
who viſited him; that when he was applied to by 
ume 
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the exciſe officers, by order of the commiſſioners, 
to know how much he was willing to pay by way 
of annual compoſition, and that when he propoſed 
to pay thirty pounds, that he was deſired by the 
exciſe officers not to offer ſo much; that he was 
obliged to quit the buſineſs, becauſe he had no 
ſecurity in his property, under the different claſſes 
of exciſe officers, all of whoſe demands became ſo 
exorbitant as to be at laſt intolerable. 

| WILLIAM RICHARDSON. 
Sworn before me, this 14th 
Day of October, 1782. 
THOMAS CAMPBELL. 


County of Fermanagh, JOHN ROSBOROUGH, 

ME, -... of Newton-Butler in faid 
county, came this day before me and made oath, 
that he cartied on the diſtillery of whiſkey in 
Newton-Butler for the ſpace of twenty-four years; 
that during that ſpace of time, he was always 
obliged to give conſiderable preſents to the ſeveral 
exciſe officers who viſited him, and that he quit the 
buſineſs of diſtilling, to his great loſs, as he was 
very extenſively engaged in it, for no reaſon but 
the ſeverity of the revenue laws, and the rapacious 
execution of them. One inftance of which was 
the following : he was obliged, even upon appeal, 
to ſuffer the loſs of about ſixty pounds value in 
whiſkey, which though it had paid duty, and was 
regularly permitted by the gauger of his walk, 
and though this was proved by ſaid gauger, to the 
ſatisfaction of the commiſſioners, yet he ſuffered 
the forfeiture of the whole upon ſeizure, by a diſtant 
exciſe officer, upon no pretence whatever but that 
the tickets given with the permit were nailed to the 
ſeveral caſks, inſtead of being paſted, as the law 
directs; which law faid deponent was ignorant of. 
Laid deponent further obſerves, that the ſaid . 
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of whiſkey, ſeized as above, was conſigned by him 
and the gauger who granted the permit, to the 
gauger of Newry, as his factor for diſpoſing of it 


there. | 
b JOHN ROSBO ROUGH. 
Sworn before me this 2d | 
of October, 1782. 
J. HASTINGS. 


County of "0 ts WILLIAM M*KENNA, of 
| UIZ. the Brook or Willville, and 
ſaid county, came before me this day and made 
oath, that when he was applied to by the exciſe 
officers who viſited him, to know what annual com- 
polition he was willing to pay, that he offered fifty 
pounds a-year, but that it was not pleaſing to ſaid 
officers to offer ſo much; that he, for ſome years, 
paid fourteen guineas a-year as preſents to officers, 
but that latterly the mode was, to make detection 
of concealments ; that he did not continue long in 
the buſineſs, for that his property became ſo in- 
ſecure, and the exaction of exciſe officers ſo great. 
WILLIAM M*KENNA. 
Sworn before me this 14th 
day of November, 1782. 
THOMAS CAMPBELL. 


County of JOHN BELL, of Redhills in the county 
Monaghan.\ of Cavan, and Cavan diſtrict, came 
rhis day before me and made oath voluntarily, that 


he carried on the diſtillery buſmmeſs for ſeventeen 


years; that when a propoſal. was made, as he 
underſtood, from the commiſſioners, what duty he 
was willing to pay in annual compoſition, that his 
propoſal was 17 pounds, though he ſeldom paid 
above ten pounds a- year for one Still, and that he 
quit the buſineſs of diſtilling, becauſe he conſidered 
his property as ſo uncertain at all times, that = 
COU 
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could not ſubmit to the exactions of the exciſe 


officers. 
JOHN BELL. 
Sworn before me, this 17th | 
of October, 1982. 
THOMAS CAMPBELL. 


County of 1 JOHNSTON, of Glaſlough 
Monaghan.\ in the county of Monaghan, came 
before me and made oath, that he and his father 
had carried on the diſtilling buſineſs for above 
thirty years before the year 1780; that he had, 
within the laſt fifteen years, gone to great expence 
in building offices, for the more extenfively carry- 
ing on that buſineſs, and that he was obliged to 
quit the ſaid buſineſs of diſtilling, to his great 
damage, becauſe he could not ſubmit to the ex- 
actions and extortions of the ſeveral exciſe officers 


who viſited him, 
WILLIAM JOHNSTON, 
Sworn before me, this 15th 
. Day of October, 1782. 
- THOMAS CAMPBELL. 


He further depoſes, that the ſurveyor, 
told faid William Johnſton you are able to bear it, 
therefore your way of doing is, to leave a ſmall 
quantity of pot-ale or ſinglings in my way, fo that 
the fine may be ten pounds, 


County of 2 RICHARD ARMSTRONG, of Rich- 
Tyrone. J mont in the county of Tyrone, came 
before me this day and voluntarily made oath, 
that living in a country place, he had applied by 
Lord and others, more than once, for a 
licence to the commiſſioners, but could not obtain 
it; that in the year 1781, one „ ſurveyor 
of the Monaghan diſtri&t, ſent him a large 7 

or 
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for which he had before paid ſaid , and that 
becauſe, as he ſuppoſes, ſaid Armſtrong did not 
anſwer faid expectations, that he, ſaid y 
came on the night of the 18th of July laſt, with a 
party of ſoldiers, and made a burglarious attack on 

is houſe at Richmont; for which indictments have 
been found, at the aſſizes of Omagh, againſt (aid 
and others of his party. 

RICHARD ARMSTRONG, 
Sworn before me, this 14th 
Day of October, 1782. 

THOMAS FORESYTH. 


County of * PATRICK M'NEILL, of 
VIZ. Clonfad and ſaid county, 
came before me this day and made oath, that he 
once kept a private Still, that it was ſeized, and 
that he ſet up another. That he received a meſſage 
from the exciſe officer by Charles 
who himſelf kept a private Still, that the ſecond 
Still ſhould be ſeized alſo, if he did not pay the 
ſame tribute, of two guineas and other perquiſites, 
which ſaid Charles did; which the deponent not 
complying. with, the exciſe officer came with a 
military force, and ſeized the fecond Still alſo. 
That afterwards the ſum of five pounds was paid 
down, and conveyed to ſaid exciſe officer, as he 
believes, for he afterwards carried on his diſtilling 
unmoleſted by faid officer. That at another time 
he met ſaid officer whom he invited to drink 
whiſkey, that he put a guinea into the glaſs, and 
that ſaid officer drank off the glaſs of whiſkey and 
took out the guinea, and further ſaith not. 
PATRICK M*NEILL. 
Sworn before me, this 20th 
Day of December, 1783. 
ROBERT KER. 


And 
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And I could produce many others to the ſame 
purpoſe ; but it will ſupercede the neceſſity of a 


multitude of affidavits to give the following relation, 


which I am authoriſed to do by that honour to his 
profeſſion the Rev. Philip Skelton. When that 
worthy man was miniſter of Pettigoe, his humane 
heart was ſtirred within him, to fee the havock 
made in his pariſh by the immoderate uſe of 
ſpirituous liquors, Each wedding, each chriſtening, 
and (above all) each funeral furniſhed the moſt 
frightful ſcenes of intoxication, which generally 
terminated in blood. He concerted, with Sir James 
Caldwell, and the moſt reſpectable of the people, 
that if poſſible an aſſociation ſhould be entered into, 
each man binding himſelf under penalty, that more 
than a certain ſum ſhould not be expended on 
whiſkey, at each wedding, chriſtening and funeral. 
The good man got the terms of aſſociation ready 


drawn, and brought it with him to church. He 


choſe Eaſter- Sunday as the moſt ſolemn day, when 
the largeſt congregation was expected; and, inſtead 
of preaching on the anniverſary ſubject, he preached 
againſt drunkenneſs, &c. On deſcending from 
the pulpit he immediately produced and read thoſe 
reſolutions, which he wiſhed they ſhould enter 
into—Sir James Caldwell and colonel Bagſhaw, his 
brother-in-law, ſigned : and the whole congregation 
followed their example, except the exciſeman. On 
being aſked why he refuſed, his anſwer was, that it 
would tend to the diminution of the king's revenue.” 
What! fir, ſays colonel Bagſhaw, is the king's 
revenue to be ſupported by the deſtruction of his 
ſubjects? Iam myſelf a king's officer, I have loſt a 
limb in his ſervice, and would loſe another to- 
morrow to ſerve him again; but certain I am that 
there are other ways of raiſing the revenue, than 
by beggaring and corrupting his people. On 
which Mr. Skelton interpoſed, and addreſſing — 
ſe! 
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ſelf to colonel Bagſhaw, ſaid—Sir, this gentleman. 


refuſes to ſign theſe reſolutions, upon a principle of 
duty to the king; but I call upon this congregation, 
as they are now going to approach the table of the 
Lord, and let them anſwer it : is there a man of 
them who does not know, that there are, at leaſt, 
forty private Stills in this pariſh, of which this 
exciſeman takes no notice ? and farther I aſk him- 
ſelf, does the whole of the duty which he returns 
to the king amount to half the ſalary of this con- 
ſcientious officer ? 


: A LIST 


* e It is to be obſerved that, as it was far from the inten- 
tion of theſe affidavits to ſtigmatize individuals, the names of 
the officers are ſuppreſſed in the publication. The examples 
are few, but the corruption is univerſal, - Ex pede Herculem |! 
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A LIST of the Number of STILLS in Ireland, 
+ with their Contents and Produce of Strong Waters in 
Gallons ; and the Proportion that their Produce bears 
to their Contents, and the Duties which they paid for 
One Year, ending Lady-day 1779, in each Diſtrict of 


the Kingdom. 


; Groſs — e Account of 

DISTRICTS Baie contents] acts, Habe t be, Duties for 
8 in gallons. jn gallons.] Contents. 1779. ONS 
Gals. 1oths.| . | 5. d. 
Armagh = 72 | 15689 | 28771 x . $8 1678] 6] 2 
Athlone -<« 76 | 19117 64515 3 3763] 7] 6 
Baltimore I 269 . 200754 
Cavan < « 75 | 15681 16013 1. © 934] 21/10 
Clonmell - 50 | 12779 | 34049 | 2 . 6 | 1986] 3/10 
Coleraine - 63| 14468 | 30196 | 2.0 | 1761] 8| 8 
Cork - « 6] 2370 8088 3.4 4691176 
Donaghadee 11 2758 11086 | 4 . © 646113 8 
Drogheda 35 11006 | 68818] 6 2 | 4e14] 7] 8 
Dublin City gr| 27939 | 228758| 8. x 113344] 44 
Dublin County | 10] 2823 | 12927 | 4 5 754} x1] 6 
Dundalk - 37 | 8860 | 39006 | 4.6 | 2275] 7| © 
Ennis 28] 7373 | 13119 1.7 765] 5] 6 
Foxford -< 29| 6442 4150] ©. 6 242] 1] $8 
Galway = iz] 2486 798143. 32 465]:1] 2 
Killybegs + 39] 8220 8714 | 1. © 5081 6] 4 
Kilkenny - 1414 3403 23477 | 6.8 1369] 90 
Larne - - | x7] 3961 | 9797 | 2+ 4 | $72] 90 
Limerick 2 469 8958s 1.9 52] 4] 2 
Liſburn - 2 440 2079 4.7 i21] 5} 6 
Londonderry 58| 13008 | 20a51 | x1. 5 | 1181] 6| 2 
Loughrea - 20 4639 $346 | 2 0. 2 323119 $ 
Maryborough 86] 22178 | 96217 | 4. 3 5612[13] 2 
Mallow = 13] 2938 10199 34 594]18[r0 
Naas = = 93 | 23876 | 148698 | 6.2 8574] 1] & 
Newry - = 41 1020 4410 4. 3 257] 50 
Roſs + += 3] 1094 | 10460] 9. 5 6100 3| 4 
Sligo - = 311 6625 856314 498018 6 
Strabane 100 25580 [ 33085 15. 3 1929179 2 
Strangford = 15 3606 | 20755| 5 7 12101402 
"T rates. - « 3 788 6768 8387 394116] © 
Trim 42 10880 | 73661 | 6 . 7 4296710 
Waterford - 2 753 | 13032 | 17 , 2 760] 4] © 
Wexford + $] 2258 [15786 7. 0 920017 © 
Wicklow + 31 2264 | 1111331 648] 5| 2 
Youghal -« 2 443 2719 | 6,1 i58|12| 2 
Totals 1152 287507 flog4o23 3.8 Gan o 2 
F It 
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66 AF END... X. 
It is ſaid above, pag. 7, that though the ex- 
portation of home-made be nominally encouraged 
y a drawback, it is thrown under ſo many diffi- 
culties both in the diſtillery and cuſtom-houſe, as 
to be virtually diſcouraged.” In proof of which, 
(as to the cuſtom-houſe) -I refer to the twelve firſt 
ſections of the revenue act of 1782. But as the 
act may not be in every hand which this pamphlet 
may fall into, I ſhall give the fifth ſection entire, 
and from the Table of Contents the reader may 
judge of the reſt. 


V. Provided nevertheleſs, and be it enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, that no repayment of duty, 
drawback, or allowance ſhall be made or paid for 
any quantity of ſuch ſpirits which ſhall be exported 
in any caſk or veſſel, containing leſs than one 
hundred gallons, or which ſhall be ſhipped on 
board any ſhip or veſſel of leſs burthen than 
ſeventy tons, or which ſhall be in Strength below 
five degrees, or ten per cent. under hydrometer 
proof, or that ſhall be ſhipped, or be conſumed on 
ſhip-board, or for any other purpoſe than as mer- 
chandize. Bk 

TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
ScQion, | | | 
I. RECITAL of part of the Act, 33 Geo. II. re- 
lating to the exporting of Spirits diſtilled in this 

kingdom,—alſo part of the ſtat. 19 and 20 

Geo. III. relating thereto, —from the paſſing of 

this Act, ſo much of the ſaid Acts, and all other 

Acts relating to Drawbacks on the Exportation 

of ſuch Spirits, repealed. _ | 


II. And of what ſtrength Spirits diſtilled here, and 
"ſhipped -for -exportation, and -for which any 
allowance 
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allowance or drawback ſhall be claimed, and 
the drawback for which the perſon who exports 
the ſame r to the places herein excepted) 
ſhall be intitl 


ill. Further drawback on excels in firength of ex- 
ported ſpirits. 


IV. What ſum drawbacks ſhall not exceed. 


V. Proviſo as to the non-repayment of the duty, 

draw back, or allowance on exportation in pro- 
portion to the contents of the caſks or burthen 
of the veſſel, or under the ſtrength herein, 
except, &c. | 


VI. The requiſites and conditions on which only 
ſpirits may be exported, - the certificate to be 
given thereon, and payment to be made by the 

.olleCtor, &c. . 


VII. The condition on which any permit for ex- 


ortation ſhall be granted - the oath to be taken 
y the exporter. 


VIII. The certificate to be given by the officer of 
the port before any drawback ſhall be paid for 
ſuch ſpirits ſhipped for exportation, —and the 
oath to be taken by the exporter, 


IX, The bond and condition thereof to be entered 
into by the exporter of ſuch ſpirits, before he 
ſhall be entitled to receive any allowance or 
drawback,—the condition being performed, or 
the ſhip loſt at ſea, or taken by enemies, the 
bond to be giyen up to be cancelled. 


X. Quakers affirmation, inſtead of an oath. 
Xl, Spirits, 
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XI. Spirits, if for exportation, and afterwards re- 
landed here, or in other ports or places herein 
mentioned, without licence, or unleſs it be in 
diſtreſs of weather, the perſon having care of 
uh ſhip, and the exporter, to forfeit treble the 
value. 


XII. Forging or counterfeiting any of the aforeſaid 
Certificates, the penalty. 


I cannot help adverting in this place to the 
Obſervations upon the operation of the law con- 
cerning tobacco of home-growth, which I am ac- 
cuſed of having groſsly miſrepreſented in a note. 
Soon after the American war broke out, the 
cultivation of it was legally encouraged both in 
Britain and Ireland, Even the bleak climate of 
Scotland has already furniſhed many huridred 
hogſheads of it, It is one of the moſt certain ſources 
of revenue; becauſe it is become not ſimply a 
luxury, but almoſt a neceſſary of life both to 
and rich. It was, therefore, thought expedient, 
laſt ſeſſion, to repeal the law for growing tobacco 
in England. Now this meaſure may have been a 
wiſe one, in that well cultivated country : yet even 
there, it is very problematical. For as the price of 
tobacco is three or four times its prime coſt in duty, 
it will probably be a temptation to ſmuggling, now 
that the American trade is laid open. For if one 
ſucceſsful adventure, out of three or four, will in- 
demnify the ſmuggler, his hopes will overpower 
his fears. But in Ireland, where the lands are fo 
rich and ſo uncultivated, diſcouraging the growth of 
tobacco cannot be juſtified upon any principle but 
that of finance. Yet the Obſerver ſays, that ſubject- 
ing it to exciſe regulations was 70 encourage its growth, 
But be the intention of our financiers what it may, 

perſuaded 


no 
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perſuaded I am that the Iriſh law to gauge our home- 


grown tobacco will as effectually check its growth 


here, as the prohibitory one in England. How- 
ever, I leave it to the Public to form their own 
opinions. | 11 


I obſerved 'in'' my Letter, Sc. that injudicious 
tampering is as pernicious as ill intention. It is 
the decided opinion of every eminent commercial 
writer, in the preſent century, that all regulations 
of trade, except ſuch as it impoſes upon itſelf, 
have proved prejudicial to that very trade they 
would promote. The mutual intereſts of buyer 
and ſeller ſhould alone adjuſt the meaſures of traffic. 
And what, but injudicious tampering, has rendered 
our malt liquors ſo inferior in quality, not only to 
thoſe of England, but to our own formerly ? Even 
Magee cannot make ſmall beer except for preſent 
uſe. The brewer may debaſe his liquor, but he 
cannot raiſe the price to the value; and, of courſe, 
all excellence is excluded, No matter whether 
grain be dear or cheap, the price of the liquor 
mult be the ſame, Is it any wonder then that our 
ale 1s ſo bad, that it can ſcarce be uſed, unleſs 
mixed with Engliſh porter ? 


And, upon this principle, we have the expreſs 
words of the brewery pamphlet (pag. 10) © it 
follows, therefore, that whatever quantity of Engliſh 
beer is made uſe of in this way, ſo far from being 
an injury to our brewery, is of great advantage 
to it, becauſe it promotes the conſumption of fo 
much of our ale as is ſo mixed.” Could ignorance 
made drunk with beer and ale, more widely 
deviate from every intereſt of the Iriſh brewer ? 
But, when the brewery pamphlet was written, 
it was faſhionable to ſacrifice the deareſt intereſts 

of 
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_ 2 Ireland to the departing ſpirit of Engl 
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N unjuſt and impolitic. If England ſhould lay, by 
* a Britiſh act, Iriſh beef, Iriſh butter, and Iriſh linen 
__ ſhall never exceed a given price in England—+= 
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